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THE  INSTITUTION  bF° 
THANKSGIVING  DAY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Courier-Journal. 

In  The  Courier-Journal  of 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Thursday, 
November  26,  Page  12,  Section  - 
1,  is  an  article  about  Thanks- 
giving Day  and  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Hale,  who  is  termed  “The 
Mother  of  Thanksgiving  Day.’’ 
The  article  is  wrong  in  referring 
to  Thanksgiving  Day  as  the 
fourth  Thursday  in  November. 

It  is  always  the  last  Thursday 
in  November,  sometimes  the 
fourth  and  sometimes  the  fifth 
Thursday.  In  this  connection  it 
is  interesting  to  know  why  this 
date  should  have  been  select- 
ed. ( It  is  said  that  both  Mrs. 
Hale  and  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  were  asked  why  this 
date  should  be  chosen  and  that 
both  said  they  knew  of  no  rea- 
son except  that  it  was  in  the 
autumn  after  the  crops  of  the 
year  had  been  ^afely  gathered 
in.  ) There  is,  however,  a real 
reason  for  the  selection  of  this 
day  for  Thanksgiving  Day.  The 
last  Thursday  in  November  is 
always  the  Thursday  before  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent,  which 
is  the  Sunday  nearest  St.  An- 
drew’s Day,  November  30,  and 
is  the  new  year’s  day  of  the 
church  calendar.  As  Friday  is 
I always  a fast  day  and  Saturday 
| is  the  vigil  of  the  festival  fol- 
lowing it,  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  is  the  last  feast 
day  of  the  church  year.  It  is 
most  appropriate  that  before 
entering  the  new  year  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent  those 
who  believe  in  God  should  meet 
together  to  render  Him  thanks 
for  the  blessings  of  the  past 
year  and  the  last  feast  day  of 
the  year  seems  the  most  appro- 
priate time  for  such  a service. 

As  those  who  made  choice  of 
this  date  could  give  no  reason 
for  its  selection  there  are  many 
who  look  upon  this  as  the  work 
of  God  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  ! 
choice  of  the  last  Thursday  in  j 
the  church  year,  always  the  last 
Thursday  in  November,  as  di- 
vinely appointed. 

J.  G.  Minnigerode. 

Louisville. 
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T9  THAN^KSGIVIN^  JIATE  ' 

The  following  article  appeared  in'ttje  “Voice  of  the 
People”  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  November  23: 

“MICHIGAN  CITY,  Ind.— May  I correct  a statement, 
made  by  ‘E.  G.’  in  today’s  Tribune,  under  the  heading  of 
’Thanksgiving  in  Review’?  E.  G.  says  President  Lincoln 
appointed  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November,  J864,  as  a 
day  of  national  thanksgiving.  . . . 

“I  have  before  me  a copy  of  Lincoln’s  proclamation  is- 
sued Oct.  3,  1863.  It  contains  this  paragraph: 

“ ‘It  has  seemed  to  me  fit  and  proper  that  it  should  be 
solemnly,  reverently  and  gratefully  acknowledged  as  wi+h 
one  heart  and  one  voice  by  the  whole  American  people. 
I do,  therefore,  invite  my  fellow  citizens  in  every  p irt  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  those  who  are  sojourning  in 
foreign  lands,  to  set  apart  and  observe  the  last  Thurs- 
day of  November  next  as  a day  of  thanksgiving  and 
praise  to  our  beneficent  Father  who  dwelleth  in  the 
heavens.’ 

“In  a phamphlet  entitled,  ‘Little  Known  Facts  About 
Thanksgiving  and  Lincoln’s  Proclamation,’  compiled  b> 
Louis  A.  Warren,  historian,  Lincoln  National  Life  Insur- 
ance company,  is  explained  the  purpose  behind  selecting 
the  last  Thursday  of  November.  I quote: 

“‘When  Lincoln  set  apart  the  last  Thursday  of  Novem- 
ber as  the  day  for  the  festival,  he  was  contributing  to  an 
ancient  religious  sentiment  fostered  by  the  apostolic 
church.  A period  of  solemnity  was  always  observed  whh 
the  coming  of  the  Advent  season.  Fasting  and  penance 
had  been  practiced  during  the  Advent  period  from  time 
immemorial  by  the  Roman  Catholic,  the  Lutheran,  the 
English  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  churches. 

“ ’As  early  as  the  sixth  century,  the  first  Sunday  in  Ad- 
vent was  made  the  New  Year’s  day  of  the  ecclesiastical 
calendar,  and  it  always  followed  the  last  Thursday  in 
November.  The  Friday  and  Saturday  preceding  Advent. 
Sunday  were  fast  flays,  so  the  last  Thursday  in  November 
became  last  day  of  non-fasting  in  the  church  year.  This 
fact  made  the  day  available  as  a day  of  thanksgiving 
festivities. 

“ ‘It  is  not  strange  that  Washington,  an  Episcopalian, 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  church  calendar,  chose 
with  discretion  this  last  Thursday  in  November  as  a day 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise  which  he  set  apart  by  pro- 
clamation in  1789.’ 


“H.  E.  SIEBENMARK.’ 


Roosevelt  Smashes  Unbroken 
Chain  Of  Celebrations  That 
Are  Traced  Back  To  Lincoln 


President  Roosevelt’s  change  in  the  established  date  of  Thanks- 
giving Day  ends  an  unbroken  chain  of  annual  celebrations  begun  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A.  Warren,  director ■of : the  Lmcota y National 
T ife  Insurance  Company’s  Lincoln  museum  recalled  heie  today,  it  was 
Abraham  Lincoln  who  on  October  3,  1863,  issued  the  first  national 
annual  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation.  Prior  to  Lincoln  s time  theie 
was  a peS  og;  approximately  fifty  years  when  no  Presidential  pro- 
clamation calling  for  national  observance  of 

Tn  sneaking  of  the  history  of  Thanksgiving,  Dr.  Warren  recalled 
a number  of  little  known  facts  about  the  holiday:  George  W^hmgt°n 

issued  the  first  national  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation  October  3, 
1789.  Lincoln  issued  his  first  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation  on  the 
same  day  of  the  month  as  had  Washington,  and  he  also  set  apart  to 
be  observed  the  same  day  of  the  month,  Thursday,  November  26  This 
was  mot  e6  than  pure  coincidence.  The  last  Thursday  in  November  is 
the  Thursday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent,  New  Years  Day  of 
the  church  calendar  year.  It  is  significant  that  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  is  also  the  final  feast  day  of  the  church  year. 

After  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1795,  the  festival  was  neglected  for 
twenty  years.  In  1815,  Congress  induced  President  Madison  to  declare 
a dav  of  Thanksgiving.  After  1815,  however,  Thanksgiving  Day  ob- 
servances fell  by  the  wayside,  not  to  be  revived  until  Abraham  Lincoln  s 
proclamation  of  1863.  Again  in  1864,  Lincoln  issued  a p™clamati 
setting  aside  the  last  Thursday  in  November  as  the  date  of  the  festival. 
Each  succeeding  President  has  set  apart  this  same  day  as  Thanksgivmg 
day,  thus  maintaining  for  seventy-five  years  this  established  date  for 
Thanksgiving  Day. 
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President  Roosevelt’s  change  in 
the  established  date  of  Thanksgiving 
Day  ends  an  unbroken  chain  of  an- 
nual celebrations  begun  by  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A.  Warren,  director 
of  The  Lincoln  National  Lite  in- 
surance Company’s  Lincoln  museum 
recalled  here  today.  It  was  Abi-^ham 
Lincoln  who,  on  October  8,  18b8, 
issued  the  first  national  annual 
Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation. 
Prior  to  Lincoln’s  time  there  was  a 
period  of  approximately  fifty  years 
when  no  Presidential  Proclamation 
calling  for  national  observance  ot 
Thanksgiving  was  issued. 

After  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1795, 
the  festival  was  neglected  for  twen- 
ty years.  In  1815,  Congress  induced 
President  Madispn  to  declare  a day 
of  Thanksgiving.  After  1815,  how- 
ever, Thanksgiving  Day  observances 
fell  by  the  wayside,  not  to  be  re- 
vived until  AbraKam  Lincoln  s proc- 
lamation  in  lM3.  Again  m 1864, [ 


A TTP  99  1 Q9Q 

KINGSVILLE  TEX  RECORD 


Thanksgiving  Date 
Selected  For  Place  W 
On  Church  Calendar\ 

[effort  Wayne,  Ind.  — President 
Roosevelt’s  change  in  the  estab- 
lished date  of  Thanksgiving  Day 
ends  an  unbroken  chain  of  annual 
celebrations  begun  by  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A.  Warren,  director 
of  TUc  T.ifyoln  National  Life  In- 
surance  CompanyTs,~Xincoln  hiu- 
seum  'recalled  here  today.  It  was 
Abraham  Lincoln  who,  on  October 
3,  1863,  issued  the  first  national 
annual  Thanksgiving  Day  procla- 
mation. Prior  to  Lincoln’s  time 
there  was  a period  of  approxi- 
mately fifty  years  when  no  Presi- 
dential proclamation  calling  for 
national  observance  of  Thanks- 
eivinsr  was  issued. 


nificant  that  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  is  also  the  final  feast 
day  of  the  church  year. 

Alter  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1875, 
the  festival  was  neglected  for 
twenty  years.  In  1815,  Congress 
induced  President  Madison  to  de- 
clare a day  of  Thanksgiving.  After 
1815,  however,  Thanksigiving  Day 
observances  fell  by  the  wayside, 
not  to  be  revived  until  Abraham 
Lincoln's  proclamation  in  1863. 
Agfdn  in  1864,  Lincoln  issued  a 
proclamation  setting  aside  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  as  the  date 
of  the  festival.  Each  succeeding 
President  has  set  apart  this  same 
day  as  Thanksgiving  Day,  thus 
maintaining  for  seventy-five  years 
this  established  date  for  Thanks- 
giving Day. 


In  speaking  of  the  history  of 
Thanksgiving,  Dr.  Warren  re- 
called a number  of  little  known 
facts  about  the  holiday:  George 
Washington  issued  the  first  na- 
tional Thanksgiving  Day  procla- 
mation October  3,  1789.  Lincoln 
issued  his  first  Thanksgiving  Day 
proclamation  on  the  same  day  of 
the  month  as  had  Washington, 

| and  he  also  set  apart  to  be  ob- 
served the  same  day  of  the  month, 
Thursday,  November  26.  This  was 
more  than  pure  coincidence.  The 
last  Thursday  in  November  is  the 
Thursday  before  the  first  Sunday 
in  Advent,  New  Year’s  Day  of  the 
church  calendar  year.  It  is  sig- 


Lincoln  issued  a proclamation  set- 
ting aside  the  last  Thursday  in  No- 
vember as  the  date  of  the  festival. 
Each  succeeding  President  has  set 


aside  this  same  day  as  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day,  thus  maintaining  for  sev- 
enty-five years  this  established  date 
for  Thanksgiving  Day. 


CFNTERVII.LE.  IND..  ECHO  TINLEY  PARK,  ILL.,  TIMES 
FRIDAY;  AUGUST  25;  1939  Friday,  September  6,  1239 


MOKENA.  ILL..  NEWS-BULLET. 
Friday.  September  8,  1939 
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PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT 
WOULD  CHANGE  DATE 
OF  THANKSG  NG  DAY 

L — ^ — 


President  Roosevelt’s  change  in 
the  established  date  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  ends  an  unbroken  chain 
of  annual  celebrations  begun  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A.  War- 
ren, director  of  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  Insurance  CofnpaffjTs 
Lincoln  museum  at  Fort  Wayne. 
Ind., recalls.  It  was  Abraham  Lin- 
coln who,  on  October  3,  1863,  issued 
the  first  national  annual  Thanks- 
giving Day  proclamation.  Prior  to 
Lincoln’s  time  there  was  a period 
of  approximately  fifty  years  when 
no  Presidential  proclamation  call- 
ing for  national  observance  of 
Thanksgiving  was  issued. 

In  speaking  of  the  history  of 
Thanksgiving,  Dr.  Warren  recalled 
a number  of  little  known  facts ! 
about  the  holiday:  George  Wash- 1 
ington  issued  the  first  national  j 
Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation 1 
October  3,  1789.  Lincoln  issued  his 
hist  Thanksgiving  Day  proclama-  j 
tion  on  the  same  day  of  the  month  j 
as  had  Washington,  and  he  also  set  j 
apart  to  be  observed  the  same  day  1 
of  the  month,  Thursday,  November 
26.  This  was  more  than  pure  co- 
incidence. The  last  Thursday  in 
November  is  the  Thursday  before 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent,  New , 
Year’s  Day  of  the  church  calendai  j 
year.  It  is  significant  that  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  is  also  the 
final  feast  day  of  the  church  year. 

After  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1795, 
the  festival  was  neglected  foi 
twenty  years.  In  1815,  Congress 
induced  President  Madison  to  de- 
clare a day  of  Thanksgiving.  Af- 
ter 1815,  Thanksgiving  Day  ob- 
servances fell  by  the  wayside,  not 
to  be  revived  until  Abraham  Lin- 
coln’s proclamation  in  1863.  Again 
in  1864,  Lincoln  issued  a proclama- 
tion setting  aside  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  November  as  the  date  of  the  j 
festival.  Each  succeeding  Presi- 1 
dent  has  set  apart  this  same  day  i 
as  Thanksgiving  Day,  thus  main/j 
taining  for  seventy-five  years  tljls 
established  date  for  Thanksgivlhg 
Day.  / 


SEP  13  1939  ' 
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S?me  Date  Has  Been  Used  for  75 
'''Years,  and  It  Had  A Good 
Reason  for  the  Date 


President  Roosevelt’s  change  in 
the  established  date  of  Thanks- 
giving Day  ends  an  unbroken 
chain  of  annual  celebrations  began 
by  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A. 
Warren,  director  of  The  Lincoln 
National  .Life—,  Insurance  Com- 
pany’s Lincoln  museum  recalled 
last  week.  It  was  Abraham  Lin- 
coln who,  on  October  3,  1863,  issued 
the  first  national  annual  Thanks- 
giving Day  proclamation.  Prior 
to  Lincoln’s  time  there  was  a 
period  of  approximately  fifty 
years  when  no  Presidential  pro- 
clamation calling  for  national  ob- ' 
servance  of  Thanksgiving  was  is- 
sued. 

In  speaking  of  the  history  of 
Thanksgiving,  Dr.  Warren  recalled 
a number  of  little  known  facts 
about  the  holiday:  George  Wash- 

ington issued  the  first  national 
Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation 
October  3,  1789.  Lincoln  issued 
his  first  Thanksgiving  Day  pro- 
clamation on  the  same  day  of  the 
month  as  had  Washington,  and  he 
also  set  apart  to  be  observed  the 
same  day  of  the  month,  Thursday, 
November  26.  This  was  more  than 
pure  coincidence.  The  last  Thurs- 
day in  November  is  the  Thursday 
before  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent, 
New  Year’s  Day  of  the  church 
calendar  year.  It  is  significant 
that  the  last  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber is  also  the  final  feast  day  of 
the  church  year. 

After  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1795, 
the  festival  was  neglected  for 
twenty  years.  In  1815,  Congress 
induced  President  Madison  to  de- 

ioVc-6  t day  of  ^anksgiving.  After 
1815,  however,  Thanksgiving  Day 
observances  fell  by  the  wayside, 
not  to  be  revived  until  Abraham 
Lincolns  proclamation  in  1863. 
Again  in  1864,  Lincoln  issued  a 
proclamation  setting  aside  the  last 
I hursday  in  November  as  the  date 
of  the  festival.  Each  succeeding 
President  has  set  apart  this  same 
day  as  Thanksgiving  Day,  thus 
maintaining  for  seventy-five  years 
this  established  date  for  Thanks- 
giving Day. 


More  About  Thanksgiving' 

i 1 r~i 

President  •'JJqosevilt’s  change  in  the 
established  * date  I of  Thanksgiving 
Day  end!  an  unbroken  chain  of  an- 
nual celebrations  *begun  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Dr.  L.  A.  Warren,  di- 
rector of  The  Lincojfl  National  Life 
Insimyjpe  Company’s  Linconi  nuse- 
um  recalls.  It  was  Abraham  Lincoln 
who,  on  Oct.  3,  1863,  issued  the  first 
national  annual  Thanksgiving  Day 
proclamation.  Prior  to  Lincoln’s 
time  there  was  a period  of  approxi-  j 
mately  fifty  years  when  no  Presi-, 
dential  proclamation  calling  for  na-j 
tional  observance'  of  Thanksgiving  | 
was  issued.  f 

In  speaking  of  the  history  ofj 
Thanksgiving,  Dr.  Warren  recalled  a / 
number  of  little  known  facts  about  the 
holiday:  George  Washington  issued 

the  first  national  Thanksgiving  Day 
proclamation  October  3,  1789.  Lin- 
coln issued  his  first  Thanksgiving  J 
Day  proclamation  on  the  same  day  of 
the  month  as  had  Washington,  and  he 
also  set  apart  to  be  observed  the  same 
day  of  the  month,  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 26.  This  was  more  than  pure 
coindidence.  The  last  Thursday  in 
November  is  the  Thursday  before  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent,  New  Year’s 
Day  of  the  church  calendar  year.  It  is 
significant  that  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  is  also  the  final  feast  day 
bf  the  church  year. 

After  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1795, 
the  festival  was  neglected  for  twenty 
years.  In  1815,  Congress  induced 
j President  Madison  to  declare  a day 
J of  Thanksgiving.  After  1815,  Thanks- 
giving Day  observances  fell  by  the 
wayside,  not  to  be  revived  until  Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s  proclamation  in  1863. 
Again  in  1864,  Lincoln  issued  a proc- 
lamation setting  aside  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  November  as  the  date  of  the 
festival.  Each  succeeding  President 
| has  set  apart  this  same  day  as 
'Thanksgiving  Day,  thus  maintaining 
for  seventy-five  years  this  estab- 
lished date  for  Thanksgiving  Day. 


MAYOR  ISSUES  INSPIRING  PROCLA) 
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Short  Proclaims 
Thanksgiving 
Week  for  Pomona 

In  one  of  the  most  thought- 
provoking  and  inspirational 
Proclamations  ever  to  carry  the 
signature  of  this  city’s  Chief 
Executive— a text  that  embod- 
ied a message  that  may  provide 
a pattern  for  every  community 
in  America  — Mayor  Charles 
Short  yesterday  formally  pro- 
claimed the  week  of  November 
23  to  in  uv  ember  30  as  “Thanks- 
giving Week”  in  the  Munici- 
pality of  Pomona. 

A true  gem  in  its  theme  which 
stressed  the  need  for  a reawak- 
ening of  the  spirit  and  ideals  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  among  all  pa- 
triotic Americans,  the  parch- 
ment carrying  the  Proclamation 
was  signed  by  the  Mayor  at  2:45 
’p.m.  yesterday  and  became  of- 
ficial as  the  seal  of  the  City  of 
Pomona  was  affixed  by  Hazel 
M.  Rowe,  secretary  to  the  may- 
or. 

SURVEY  MADE 

Inspired  by  a survey  made 
among  a group  of  prominent  Po- 
monans  and  drafted  with  the 
aid  of  The  Citizen’s  new  manag- 
ing editor,  John  Whitehead,  the 
Proclamation  was  completed  in 
time  to  be  made  public  for  the 
first  time  today  as  an  exclusive 
feature  of  The  Pomona  Valley 
Citizen. 

“With  war  clouds  hanging 
over  the  world  and  a state  of 
chaos  existing  among  many 
nations,”  declared  tht  Mayor, 

“1  feel  that  there  could  have 
been  no  moment  more  timely 
than  this  in  which  the  aid  of 
all  thinking  Americans  could 
he  enlisted  for  a campaign  to 
preserve  peace  and  to  work 
together  for  the  common  good 
of  all. 


“The  President’s  decision,  at, 
ter  careful  consideration  of  the 
people’s  needs  and  desires,  to 
change  the  date  of  Thanksgiving 
so  that  the  butcher,  the  baker 
and  the  man  on  the  street  might 
desire  real  benefit,  was  a move 
that  definitely  proves  that 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  has 
the  best  interests  of  all  of  us  at 
heart. 

SPECIAL  WEEK 
“This  Proclamation  regard, 
ing  a special  seven-day  period 
to  be  set  aside  as  “Thanka. 
giving  Week”  in  Pomona  is 
designed  to  promote  a deeper 
reverence  of  the  many  things 
we  all  have  to  be  thankful  for, 
as  well  as  to  rekindle  finer 
sense  of  appreciation  for  the 
friends  we  have  among  us.” 
Mayor  Short  expressed  the 
hope  that  his  Proclamation  might 
prove  an  incentive  for  other 
Mayors  in  the  League  of  Mun- 
icipalities, of  which  he  is  presi, 
dent,  and  other  cities,  to  fall  in 
line  with  President  Roosevelt’s 
Thanksgiving  policy.  He  added 
that  he  plans  to  do  his  part  by 
writing  other  Mayors  in  seven 
Western  states  of  Pomona’s  plan 
to  observe  a week  of  thanks  this 
November. 


ill  proclamation 


Whereas  the  President  of  these  United  States  saw  fit  to  move  up  a week 
earlier  the  Thanksgiving  Day  as  it  is  annually  observed  by  patriotic  Ameri- 
cans; and  whereas  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  shown 
their  wholehearted  acceptance  of  the  opportunity  to  participate  m four  week* 
of  uninterrupted  Christmas  shopping ; and  whereas  this  act  of  the  nation  s 
chief  executive  assures  millions  of  Americans  an  additional  week  of  employ- 
ment during  the  holiday  buying  season  throughout  the  country ; and  where- 
as another  great  American,  Abraham  Lincoln , was  responsible  for  the  issuance 
of  the  National  Proclamation  which  set  forth  the  importance  of  giving 

Thanks. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Charles  Short,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Pomona,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  kindred  spirit  of  this  annual  custom  of  deep  reverence,  in  keep- 
ing with  the  worthwhile  initial  step  by  the  President  in  his  recent  Proclama- 
tion from  the  White  House;  and  in  order  to  reawaken  the  faith  and  ideals 
that  were  such  an  integral  part  of  the  man  we  know  as  Abraham  Lincoln  among 
the  people  of  this  great  valley,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  the  week  of 
November  23  to  November  30  as  “Thanksgiving  Week  in  the  Municipality  of 
Pomona,”  and  urge  all  citizens  of  this  community  to  work  together  for  the 
common  good  of  all. 

In  witness  whereof,  1 have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  City  of  Pomona  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Pomona,  California,  United  States  of  America,  this 
sixth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  Nineteen  Hundred  and 
Thirty  Nine. 

By  the  Mayor : 

(signed)  CHARLES  SHORT 
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Congressional  Resolution  (1789)  Calling  on  President 
Washington  to  Proclaim  Thanksgiving  Day 


THE  snowy  beard  of  Thanksgiving  tradition  has  been  cropped. 
Not  only  has  the  tradition  of  three-quarters  of  a century 
in  connection  with  that  particular  holiday  been  shorn  but 
the  razor  may  soon  be  whetted  for  a complete  streamlined  shave 
for  all  purely  American  holiday  traditions. 

Thus  the  year  1939  will  go  down  in  history  as  the  year  of  the 
division  of  the  states  over  the  date  for  the  observance  of  Thanks- 
giving and  the  year  in  which  the  prayers  and  hopes  of  the  early 
sponsors  for  uniform  Thanksgiving  observance  as  “a  good  omen 
for  the  perpetual  political  union  of  the  states”  were  crushed 
beneath  the  ugly  heel  of  new  fangled  deviation. 

Since  the  administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  the  United 
States  has  observed  the  last  Thursday  in  November  as  the  day 
of  national  Thanksgiving.  At  sea  on  a cruise,  President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  startled  Americans  on  a 1939  August  day  with  the 
announcement  of  his  intention  of  shifting  the  date  ahead  one 
week  to  the  next  to  last  Thursday  in  November  for  this  year. 
While  the  storm  of  conflict  was  rolling  across  the  country,  an- 
other lightning  bolt  came  from  the  White  House  in  the  announce- 
ment that  likewise  in  1940  the  Presidential  proclamation  would 
again  set  aside  the  next  to  last  Thursday  in  November  for 
Thanksgiving. 

Observation  should  be  made  that  a Presidential  proclamation 


on  national  holidays  in  no  wise  affects  the  individual  states — 
being  binding  only  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  terri- 
tories. However  in  the  past,  since  the  proclamation  of  Lincoln 
in  1863,  the  governors  have  set  aside  a day  in  accordance  with 
the  Presidential  proclamation — the  last  November  Thursday. 

IT  TOOK  thirty-six  years  of  campaigning  to  bring  about  a uni- 
fied observance  of  the  day  founded  at  Plymouth  Rock.  For 
seventy-five  years  the  states,  inspired  by  Presidential  proclama- 
tion, uniformly  observed  the  last  Thursday  in  November.  In 
1939  another  Presidential  proclamation,  breaking  the  last  Thurs- 
day tradition,  split  the  states  asunder — some  conforming  to  the 
New  Deal  next  to  last  Thursday  Thanksgiving  and  others  to  the 
traditional  Lincoln  last  Thursday  and  one  state,  Texas,  announced 
it  would  observe  both  days. 

While  the  time  for  issuance  of  Thanksgiving  proclamations  in 
many  states  has  not  arrived  as  this  article  is  written,  the  writer 
is  informed  the  states  are  nearly  equally  divided  as  to  the  date 
of  observance  and  the  1939  line-up  appears  to  be  about  as 
follows : 

November  23 — California  Delaware,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Louisiana,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Texas,  South  Carolina,  Utah,  Virginia,  Washington,  West 
Virginia,  Wyoming. 

November  30 — Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Con- 
necticut, Florida,  Idaho,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  New 
Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

Americans  generally  trace  our  present  day  Thanksgiving  ob- 
servance back  to  1621  at  Plymouth  Rock  and  link  it  with  the 
proclamation  of  Governor  Bradford  for  three  days  of  feast  and 
celebration.  The  date  that  year  is  said  to  have  been  December 
13,  old  style.  But  there  were  numerous  days  of  Thanksgiving 
in  the  Pilgrim  colony.  This  was  based  on  a law  of  1636  that 
“it  be  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and  his  assistants  to  com- 
mand solemn  dais  of  humiliacon  by  fasting,  etc.,  and  also  thanks- 
giving as  occasion  shall  offer.”  History  reveals  that  general 
observance  of  an  annual  holiday  for  Thanksgiving  began  about 
1668. 

Congress  really  was  responsible  for  the  first  official  national 
holiday  for  Thanksgiving.  Gales  & Seaton’s  History  of  Debates 
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in  Congress  (the  Congressional  Record  of  the  early  days)  reports 
for  Friday,  September  25,  1789 — 

“Mr.  Boudinot  said,  he  could  not  think  of  letting  the  session 
pass  over  without  offering  an  opportunity  to  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  joining,  with  one  voice,  in  returning  to  Almighty 
God  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  blessings  He  had  poured 
down  upon  them.  With  this  view,  therefore,  he  would  move 
the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  that  a joint  committee  of  both  Houses  be  directed 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  request  that 
he  would  recommend  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  a day 
of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  acknowl- 
edging, with  grateful  hearts,  the  many  signal  favors  of  Almighty 
God,  especially  by  affording  them  an  opportunity  peaceably  to 
establish  a Constitution  of  government  for  their  safety  and 
happiness.” 

npHE  record  of  the  debate  shows  Mr.  Burke  called  such  a 
suggestion  “mimicking  of  European  customs,  where  they 
made  a mere  mockery  of  thanksgiving.”  Mr.  Tucker  thought 
the  federal  government  had  no  business  to  interfere  with  a matter 
that  was  of  no  concern  to  them  and  he  also  added  that  “They 
may  not  be  inclined  to  return  thanks  for  a Constitution  until 
they  have  experienced  that  it  promotes  their  safety  and  happiness.” 
Mr.  Sherman  justified  the  practice  of  thanksgiving  as  “warranted 
by  a number  of  precedents  of  holy  writ.” 

Despite  the  opposition  in  debate,  Mr.  Boudinot’s  resolution 
for  a national  Thanksgiving  Day  carried  and  President  Wash- 
ington proclaimed  Thursday,  November  26,  for  the  nation  to 
express  gratitude  for  “the  peaceable  and  rational  manner  in 
which  we  have  been  enabled  to  establish  constitutions  of  gov- 
ernment.” 

It  is  written  that  Jefferson  did  not  take  part  in  the  celebration 
— probably  because  of  his  strong  feeling  of  opposition  to  any 
form  of  a union  of  church  and  state.  Hamilton,  on  the  other 
hand,  wanted  to  make  something  really  big  out  of  it — parade 
and  all  the  fanfare.  His  plans  provided  for  the  ending  of  the 
celebration  with  a banquet  to  which  he  invited  a select  group 
of  friends.  Some  of  his  friends,  arriving  before  their  host,  had 
located  the  spirits  and  were  deep  in  celebration  before  Hamilton 
arrived.  As  the  result  of  what  followed,  Hamilton  is  said  to 
have  been  called  before  Washington  the  following  morning  to 
give  an  explanation  of  the  happenings.  The  “disgraceful  pro- 
ceedings” on  that  first  national  day  of  Thanksgiving  caused  later 
Presidents  to  turn  thumbs  down  on  any  such  celebrations  or 
holidays  of  feastings. 

Rarely  associated  with  the  Thanksgiving  as  observed  by  this 
generation  is  Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  ambitious  New  Hampshire 
woman  whose  own  career  was  marked  for  the  precedents  she 
broke.  Mrs.  Hale  was  the  power  behind  the  movement  which 
caused  Abraham  Lincoln  to  issue  the  first  proclamation  estab- 
lishing a custom  of  observing  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  as  Thanksgiving 
that  lasted  until  the  Roosevelt  edict  of 
1939. 

Mrs.  Hale  was  an  editor  of  Godey’s 
Lady’s  Book  which  at  the  time  had  the 
largest  circulation  of  any  monthly  pub- 
lication. She,  without  question,  did  more 
in  her  time  to  speed  thought  and  progress 
of  her  sex  in  this  country.  To  her  credit, 
besides  establishing  Thanksgiving  as  a na- 
tional holiday,  are  such  things  as  being 
the  first  to  advocate  women  teachers  in 
the  schools.  She  began  the  fight  for  prop- 
erty rights  for  women,  started  the  first  day 
nursery,  sent  out  the  first  women  medical 
missionaries. 

In  1846  she  began  a definite  campaign 
for  nationalizing  Thanksgiving  but  that 
was  not  the  beginning  of  her  interest  in 
the  subject.  For  many  years  prior  to 
that  she  had  been  raising  her  voice  in 
behalf  of  such  a day. 

The  following  editorial  by  Mrs.  Hale, 
appearing  in  the  October  1852  edition  of 
Godey’s  Lady’s  Book,  is  typical  of  her 
early  writings  on  the  subject: 

“The  American  people  have  two  pecu- 
liar festivals,  each  connected  with  their 


history,  and  therefore  of  great  importance  in  giving  power  and 
distinctness  to  their  nationality. 

“The  Fourth  of  July  is  the  exponent  of  independence  and  civil 
freedom.  Thanksgiving  Day  is  the  national  pledge  of  great 
Christian  faith  in  God,  acknowledging  Him  as  the  dispenser  of 
blessings.  These  two  festivals  should  be  joyfully  and  universally 
observed  throughout  our  whole  country,  and  thus  incorporated 
in  our  habits  of  thought  as  inseparable  from  American  life.  * * * 
Thanksgiving  Day  is  a festival  of  ancient  date  in  New  England, 
being  established  there  soon  after  the  settlement  of  Boston.  The 
observance  has  been  gradually  extending;  and  for  a few  years 
past,  efforts  have  been  made  to  have  a fixed  day,  which  will  be 
universally  observed  throughout  the  whole  country.  The  “Lady’s 
Book”  was  the  pioneer  in  this  endeavor  to  give  unity  to  the  idea 
of  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  thus  make  it  a national  observance. 
The  last  Thursday  in  November  was  selected  as  the  day,  on  the 
whole  most  appropriate.  * * * The  influence  of  such  an  Ameri- 
can festival  on  foreigners  would  also  be  salutary,  by  showing 
them  that  our  people  acknowledge  the  Lord  as  our  God.  * * *” 

OUPPORTERS  of  the  Roosevelt  next-to-last  Thursday  Thanks- 
^ giving  will  find  some  consolation  in  the  fact  that  on  one 
occasion  Mrs.  Hale  did  advocate  the  observance  on  the  third 
Thursday.  It  was  in  her  annual  Thanksgiving  editorial  appear- 
ing in  Godey’s  in  September  1856,  at  which  time  she  wrote: 

“Thanksgiving  Day  for  1856. — Let  it  be  held  on  Thursday, 
November  20th,  that  is,  the  third  Thursday  in  that  month. 

“We  have,  heretofore,  suggested  that  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  should  be  set  apart  as  the  day  of  Thanksgiving,  and 
we  have,  through  the  Lady’s  Book,  endeavored  to  persuade  all 
governors  of  all  the  states  to  make  their  appointments  accord- 
ingly. Last  year  we  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  that  fourteen 
states  had  united  in  this  festival,  viz:  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire, 
Michigan,  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  Georgia,  Texas,  Ken- 
tucky, Illinois,  held  Thanksgiving  on  the  29th  of  November; 
while  Maryland  and  Virginia  observed  the  15th,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maine,  Iowa  and  Ohio  the  22d  of  the  month.  Other 
states  had  their  festival  earlier  or  later,  though  only  one,  we 
believe,  delayed  till  December. 

“Taking  the  medium,  therefore,  probably  the  third  Thursday 
in  November  would  be  the  most  acceptable  time  throughout  the 
whole  Union,  and  we  earnestly  invoke  the  governors  of  the  states 
to  unite  on  this  day.” 

The  following  year,  however,  Mrs.  Hale  returned  to  her  orig- 
inal program  for  observing  the  last  Thursday  and  in  her  Octo- 
ber 1857  editorial  said: 

“Thanksgiving  Day. — We  hope  the  governors  will  unite  on 
November  26th,  the  last  Thursday  in  the  month.  * * * If  the 
last  Thursday  in  November  could  be  established  as  the  day,  and 
known  to  be  the  time  each  year  when,  from  Maine  to  New 
Mexico,  and  from  Plymouth  Rock  to  the 
Pacific  sands,  the  great  American  people 
united  in  this  festival  of  gladness  and 
gratitude,  the  whole  world  might  be  moved 
to  join  in  the  rejoicing,  and  bless  God 
for  his  goodness  to  the  children  of  men.” 
By  1859,  Mrs.  Hale’s  letters  to  govern- 
ors and  other  officials  and  her  editorials 
began  to  bear  bountiful  fruit.  The  last 
Thursday  in  the  month  in  that  year  was 
selected  by  the  governors  of  thirty  states. 
Likewise  in  three  territories  that  day  was 
observed.  American  residents  in  Paris, 
Berlin  and  Switzerland  participated  in  ob- 
servance of  the  American  Thanksgiving 
on  that  day  as  did  two  of  the  American 
squadrons  in  foreign  waters. 

The  success  of  her  campaign  to  date 
prompted  her  to  write  this  editorial  in 
1860: 

“Thanksgiving — the  new  national  holi- 
day.— We  must  advert  once  more  to  this 
grand  object  of  nationalizing  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day,  by  adopting,  as  a permanent  rule, 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  in  all 
states.  Last  year,  1859,  thirty  states  and 
three  territories  held  Thanksgiving  on  the 
same  day — the  last  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber. * * * This  year  the  last  Thursday  in 
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November  falls  on  the  29th.  If  all  the  states  and  territories 
hold  their  Thanksgiving  on  that  day,  there  will  be  a complete 
moral  and  social  reunion  of  the  people  of  America  in  1860. 
Would  not  this  be  a good  omen  for  the  perpetual  political  union 
of  the  states?” 

Whether  she  already  had  received  some  assurance  from  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  is  not  certain  but  at  any  rate  in  her  editorial  in  the 
fall  of  1863  she  advocated  national  Thanksgiving  on  the  last 
November  Thursday  by  Presidential  proclamation. 


^\CTOBER  3,  1863,  was  a crowning  day  in  the  career  of  Mrs. 

Hale  and  must  surely  have  been  a day  of  thanksgiving  for 
her.  On  that  day  Lincoln  issued  his  1863  Thanksgiving  proclama- 
tion saying  in  part:  “I  do,  therefore,  invite  my  fellow  citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States  and  also  those  who  are  at  sea 
or  who  are  sojourning  in  foreign  lands  to  set  apart  and  observe 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  next  as  a day  of  Thanksgiving 
and  praise  to  our  Beneficent  Father  who  dwelleth  in  the 
heavens.” 

And  from  that  time  until  the  present  year,  the  chief  executive 
proclaimed  the  last  Thursday  in  each  November  as  a day  of 
national  Thanksgiving. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Congress  went  into  special  session  a short 
time  after  President  Roosevelt  announced  his  intentions  of  shift- 
ing Thanksgiving  from  the  Washington  and  Lincoln  selections  of 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  to  the  next  to  the  last  Thursday. 
One  of  the  first  bills  tossed  into  the  legislative  hopper  at  the 
special  session  was  one  proposing  that  Congress  legalize  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  as  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  law,  if  en- 
acted, however,  would  only  reach  as  far  as  the  Presidential  proc- 
lamation— applying  to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  terri- 
tories. It  would,  however,  remove  from  the  chief  executive  the 
right  to  fix  the  date  of  Thanksgiving  and  would  by  law  fix  the 
date  as  the  last  Thursday  of  that  month. 

The  reason  advanced  by  President  Roosevelt  was  that  he  had 
been  requested  by  business  men  to  make  the  change  because 
under  the  old  plan  Thanksgiving  was  too  close  to  Christmas  and 
on  years  when  there  was  a late  Thanksgiving  (under  the  tradi- 
tional last  Thursday  plan)  their  revenue  was  reduced  during  the 
Christmas  shopping  period.  Various  business  organizations 
were  quick  to  support  the  precedent  breaking  action  of  the 
President. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  proposal  has  spun  across  political  lines 
in  jitterbug  fashion.  It  has  indeed  made  some  strange  bed  fel- 
lows. Outstanding  of  these  is  probably  the  case  of  Michigan’s 
ultra  dry  Governor  Dickinson  who  probably  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life  has  the  same  general  views  on  a subject  as  the 


liquor  interests.  As  to  President  Roosevelt’s  shift  in  Thanks- 
giving Day,  Governor  Dickinson  says:  “I  don’t  see  that  it  makes 
much  difference.  Personally  I shall  be  just  as  thankful  on  No- 
vember 23  as  November  30.”  The  liquor  distillers  will  not  only 
be  just  as  thankful  but  a little  more  so,  for,  say  they:  “It  gives 
the  customer  one  more  week  to  exhaust  his  Thanksgiving  stock 
so  that  he  has  to  buy  more  before  Christmas.”  Democratic  and 
Republican  governors  are  not  agreed  along  party  lines  as  to 
which  day  they  shall  proclaim.  A far  Western  governor  wants 
the  date  advanced  two  weeks  instead  of  one  and  the  commander 
of  an  American  Legion  post  in  a Southern  state  complains  the 
Roosevelt  shift  moves  Thanksgiving  up  too  close  to  Armistice 
Day. 

Rock-ribbed  traditionalists  charge  the  President  with  “chal- 
lenging the  sanctity  of  Lincoln’s  designation”  while  college  and 
professional  football  organizations  say  his  announcement  has 
wrought  havoc  with  their  schedules. 

npHE  shift  away  from  the  Lincoln  Thanksgiving  has  been  linked 
A with  the  Roosevelt  administration’s  removal  of  George 
Washington’s  likeness  from  the  3-cent  stamp  and  the  substitution 
of  the  likeness  of  Jefferson. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  were  as  hard  as 
the  rock  for  which  their  town  is  famous  when  the  matter  was 
presented  to  them.  They  resolved  that  “We  are  strongly  op- 
posed to  any  change  that  may  be  made  from  the  regular  Thanks- 
giving Day  custom  and  we  feel  we  would  be  sacrificing  the  real 
significance  of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  commercial 
interests.  An  event  that  has  occupied  a place  in  American  his- 
tory since  the  administration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is,  in  our  judg- 
ment, too  important  to  be  lightly  regarded.” 

The  question  of  even  greater  importance  is  whether  this  has 
opened  the  door  to  general  calendar  tinkering,  long  craved  by 
certain  groups.  Among  these  are  those  who  would  inaugurate 
a streamlined  mechanical  calendar  bringing  about  a complete 
shift  in  time  as  observed  by  most  Americans.  There  are  still 
others  who  would  wreck  our  entire  system  of  holidays  and  nail 
each  one  onto  the  nearest  Monday — affording  a connected  Satur- 
day-Sunday-Monday  holiday.  They  may  put  their  foot  in  the 
door  now  and  crowd  in  the  next  time  holiday  precedent  is 
broken. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  World  Calendar  Association  already 
stands  at  the  door  and  knocks,  as  the  result  of  the  precedent 
broken  by  Mr.  Roosevelt.  Miss  Elizabeth  Achelis,  president  of 
the  association,  who  is  spending  her  fortune  to  push  calendar 
revision,  was  quick  to  take  her  pen  in  hand  and  condemn  Lincoln's 
“Last  Thursday  in  November”  { See  THANKSGIVING,  page  29) 


THANKSGIVING 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

as  “unfortunate.”  She  promptly  brought 
forth  the  Thanksgiving  Monday  idea  stat- 
ing, “Now  that  a courageous  President  has 
made  a beginning  at  correcting  this  trouble- 
some situation,  there  is  an  opening  for  a 
still  more  desirable  change  — namely,  a 
transfer  of  Thanksgiving  Day  to  Monday.” 
she  quickly  adds,  “Advocates  of  the  World 
Calendar  hope  to  introduce  the  new  order 
of  time — the  perpetual  World  Calendar — 
by  December  31,  1944,  and  the  advisability 
of  placing  all  holidays  on  Monday  will  then 
of  course  be  greatly  helped  and  reinforced.” 
Americans  who  cherish  and  hold  sacred 
certain  holidays  have  seen  the  last  beard 
of  the  last-Thursday-Thanksgiving  cropped. 
They  have  heard  pleas  for  the  nailing  down 
of  Easter  and  the  complaint  that  February 
has  too  many  holidays.  Now  they’ll  watch 
the  barber  whet  his  razor  to  trim  the  calen- 
dar in  some  other  place. 
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ONE  of  the  most  controversial  issues  with  regard  to  the 
menace  of  communism  today  is  whether  or  not  it  is  aim- 
ing its  guns  at  the  United  States,  i.  e.,  whether  it  plans 
destruction  of  our  government  by  “force  and  violence,”  or 
whether  it  plans  the  adoption  of  constitutional  methods  in  its 
effort  towards  changing  our  form  of  government  from  a free  and 
representative  republic  to  a Soviet  dictatorship. 

Many,  even  those  who  lead  the  red  ranks,  claim  that  the  pro- 
motion of  communism  is  legal  in  our  country  because  it  is  a 
“political”  movement  confining  its  efforts  towards  a change  in 
our  form  of  government  by  use  of  the  ballot  and  legislation. 
They  also  claim  it  is  an  “American”  movement  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  men,  women  and  children  residing  on  American  soil, 
many  of  whom  are  American  and  naturalized  alien  born. 

The  theory  always  held  by  the  National  Republic  and  by  the 
writer,  the  latter  having  studied  the  movement  and  its  philosophy 
and  activities  both  here  and  abroad  for  over  twenty  years,  is  that 
communism  does  not  expect  to  cast  a sufficient  number  of  votes 
in  the  United  States  to  enable  it  to  gain  political  control  of  our 
country  through  the  ballot;  that  the  political  activity  of  the 
communist  movement  is  but  a smoke  screen  for  its  plan  of  seizure 
through  illegal  methods;  and  that  it  is  not  an  American  move- 
ment because  of  its  direct  affiliation  with  the  Communist  Inter- 
national in  Moscow  which  dictates  the  policies  and  activities  of 
the  American  section. 

Inasmuch  as  this  issue  is  a source  of  serious  debate  today,  in 
our  courts  and  in  our  government  where  such  menaces  as  com- 
munism must  be  drastically  dealt  with  sooner  or  later  ,the  writer 
is  going  to  prove  his  contentions  by  quoting  directly  from  offi- 
cial statements  of  communist  officials  and  organizations,  in  each 
instance  giving  reference  to  the  source  of  the  information.  These 
are  acknowledged  official  communist  documents  and  statements, 
and  cannot  be  denied  or  passed  over  lightly  by  either  commu- 
nists or  their  “fellow  travelers.”  These  quotations  will  show 
conclusively  that  communists  plan  to  set  up  a “ Soviet  America” ; 
that  this  is  to  be  a part  of  a “ world  Soviet” ; that  they  plan  the 


seizure  through  use  of  “force  and  violence,”  and  that  the  move- 
ment in  the  United  States  is  a part  of  the  “world”  movement  as 
directed  from  Moscow,  and  not  an  American  movement. 


T ET  us  first  consider  the  question  of  law  under  which  we 
^believe  that  communists  can  be  dealt  with,  particularly  the 
hordes  of  alien  communists.  The  laws  of  our  country  do  not 
mention  the  “Communist  Party”  and  its  members  as  such,  so  it 
may  be  well  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  reader  just  what  the 
laws  do  say.  The  law  dealing  with  the  exclusion  and  deportation 
of  aliens  of  subversive  radical  beliefs  and  affiliations  is  known  as 
“An  Act  to  Exclude  and  Expel  from  the  United  States  Aliens 
Who  Are  Members  of  the  Anarchistic  and  Similar  Classes,”  ap- 
proved October  16,  1918,  and  amended  June  S,  1920.  The  law 
states  in  part: 


“That  the  following'  aliens  shall  be  excluded  from  admission 
into  the  United  States: 

“(a)  Aliens  who  are  anarchists; 

“(b)  Aliens  who  ailvise,  advocate,  or  teach,  or  who  are  mem- 
bers of  or  affiliated  with  any  organization,  association,  society, 
or  group,  that  advises,  advocates,  or  teaches,  opposition  to  all 
organized  government; 

"(c)  Aliens  who  believe  in,  advise,  advocate,  or  teaeh,  or  who 
are  members  of  or  affiliated  with  any  organization,  asosciation, 
society,  or  group,  that  believes  in,  advises,  advocates,  or  teaches: 
(1)  the  overthrow  by  force  or  violence  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  or  of  all  forms  of  law,  or  (2)  the  duty,  necessity 
or  propriety  of  the  unlawful  assaulting  or  killing  of  any  officer 
or  officers  (either  of  specific  individuals  or  of  officers  generally) 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  other  organ- 
ized government,  because  of  his  or  their  official  character,  or 

(3)  the  unlawful  damage,  injury,  or  destruction  of  property,  or 

(4)  sabotage; 

“(d)  Aliens  who  write,  publish,  or  cause  to  be  written  or  pub- 
lished, or  who  knowingly  circulate,  distribute,  print,  or  display, 
or  knowingly  cause  to  be  circulated,  distributed  printed,  pub- 
lished, or  displayed,  or  who  knowingly  have  in  their  possession 
for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  distribution,  publication,  or  dis- 
play, any  written  or  printed  matter  advising,  advocating,  or 
teaching,  opposition  to  all  organized  government,  or  advising, 
advocating,  or  teaching:  (1)  The  overthrow  by  foree  or  violence 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  all  forms  of  Law, 
or  (2)  the  duty,  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  unlawful  assault- 
ing or  killing  of  any  officer  or  officers  (either  of  specific  indi- 
viduals or  of  officers  generally)  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  other  organized  government,  or  (3)  the  unlaw- 
ful damage,  injury,  or  destruction  of  property,  or  (4)  sabotage; 

"(e)  Aliens  who  are  members  of  or  affiliated  with  any  organi- 
zation, association,  society,  or  group,  that  writes,  circulates, 
distributes,  prints,  publishes,  or  displays,  or  causes  to  be  writ- 
ten, circulated,  distributed,  printed,  published,  or  displayed,  or 
that  has  in  its  possession  for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  distri- 
bution, publication,  issue,  or  display,  any  written  or  printed 
matter  of  the  character  described  in  subdivision  (d). 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  section:  (1)  the  giving,  loaning  or 
promising  of  money  or  anything  of  value  to  be  used  for  the 
advising,  advocacy,  or  teaching  of  any  doctrine  above  enumer- 
ated shall  constitute  the  advising,  advocacy,  or  teaching  of  such 
doctrine;  and  (2)  the  giving,  loaning,  or  promising  of  money  or 
anything  of  value  to  any  organization,  association,  society,  or 
group  of  the  character  above  described  shall  constitute  affilia- 
tion therewith;  but  nothing  in  this  paragraph  shall  be  taken  as 
an  exclusive  definition  of  advising,  advocacy,  teaching,  or  affi- 
liation. 

“Sec.  2.  That  any  alien  who,  at  any  time  after  entering  the 
United  States,  is  found  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  entry,  or  to 
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Writers  should,  coniine  tliemselv e 
be  relumed.  Address  Voice  o / the  1‘ 
WHV  THE  LAST  TllUJlSD|ifa 

Michigan  City,  Inch,  Nos.  a2.-MaV  1 
correct  a statement  made  by  " E.  G."  m 
today’s  Tribune,  under  the  heading  ot 
Thanksgiving  in  Reviesv  " ? F.  G.  sa>  s 
••  president  Lincoln  appointed  the  lourlh 
I Thursday  of  November,  1864,  as  a day  of 
national  thanksgiving.  . • • 

I have  before  me  a copy  of  Lincoln  s : 
proclamation  issued  Oct.  3,  1863.  It  con- j 
tains  this  paragraph: 

It  has  seemed  to  me  lit  and  proper 
that  it  should  be  solemnly,  teverent- 
jy,  and  gratefully  acknowledged  as 
with  one  heart  and  one  voice  by  the 
whole  American  people.  1 do,  there- 
fore, invite  my  fellow  citizens  in 
every  part  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
also  those  who  are  at  sea  and  those 
who  are  sojourning  in  foreign  lands, 
to  scL  apart  and  observe  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  next  as  a day 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  our 
beneficent  Father  who  dvvcllclh  in 
‘the  heavens.” 

In  a pamphlet  entitled,  " Little  Known 
Facts  About  Thanksgiving  and  Lincolns 
i Proclamation,”  compiled  by  Louis  A. 
Warren,  historian,  Lincoln  National  Life 
Insurance  company,  is  explained  ibe  pur- 
pose behind  selecting  the  last  Thursday 
of  November.  I quote: 

When  Lincoln  set  apart  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  as  the  day  for 
the  festival,  he  was  contributing  to 
an  ancient  religious  sentiment  fos- 
tered by  the  apostolic  church.  A pe- 
riod of  solemnity  was  always  ob- 
served with  the  coming  of  the  Advent 
season.  Fasting  and  penance  had 
been  practiced  during  the  Advent  pe- 
riod from  lime  immemorial  by  the 
Roman  Catholic,  the  Lutheran,  the 
English,  and  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal  churches. 

As  early  as  the  sixth  century,  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent  was  made  the 
New  Year's  day  of  the  ecclesiastical 
I calendar,  and  it  always  followed  the 
! last  Thursday  in  November.  i he 
! Friday  and  Saturday  preceding  Ad- 
vent Sunday  were  fast  days,  so  the 
last  Thursday  In  November  became 
the  last  day  of  feasting  in  the  church 
year.  This  fact  made  the  day  avail- 
able as  a day  of  thanksgiving  festiv- 
ities. 

It  is  not  strange  that  Washington, 
an  Episcopalian,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  church  calendar,  chose 
with  discretion  this  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  a day  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise  which  he  set.  apart  by 
proclamation  in  17S'J. 

H.  E.  SiEBEN.VlAHk. 
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How  States  Celebrate  Thanksgiving 


Map  of  United  States  indicating  the  32  states  which  observed 
Thanksgiving  yesterday  and  the  16  which  will  celebrate  next  Thursday, 
Nov.  28. 


WARNS  AMERICA 
AGAINST  SMUG 
THANKS  GIVING 


Dr.  Cotton  Preaches  at 
Union  Service. 

BY  THE  REV.  JOHN  EVANS. 

Chicago  pastors  and  rabbis  recalled, 
in  their  Thanksgiving  messages  yes- 
terday, the  many  reasons  why  Amer- 
ica may  be  thankful,  and  one  preacher 
warned  his  1,400  hearers  that  we  must 
not  think  of  the  day  as  one  on  which 
we  congratulate  Almighty  God  for  the 
country’s  prosperity  and  peace. 

This  warning  came  from  the  pulpit 
of  St.  James’  Episcopal  church,  Wa- 
bash avenue  and  Huron  street,  and 
was  addressed  to  the  united  congre- 
gations of  Fourth  Presbyterian,  St. 
Chrysostom’s  Episcopal,  and  St. 
James’  churches.  The  preacher  was 
the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Harry  Cotton,  re- 
cently installed  president  of  Presby- 
terian Theological  seminary,  2330 
North  Halsted  street. 

Pharisee  and  Publican. 

Dr.  Cotton,  preaching  on  the  text, 
“Ye  are  bought  with  a price,”  from 
St.  Paul’s  first  epistle  to  the  Corin- 
thians, scorned  the  smugness  of 
hanksgivings  of  gayer  prosperity  eras 
when  Americans  tended  to  thank  God, 
like  the  Pharisee  in  Christ’s  parable, 
that  they  were  better  than  other 
peoples. 

The  Rev.  O.  A.  Geiseman  of  Grace 
j Lutheran  church,  River  Forest,  im- 
plied  a similar  warning  to  his  con- 
| gregation  when  he  pointed  to^Amer-^ 


ica's  peace  in  contrast  with  British 
victims  of  Nazi  air  assaults. 

“ We  can  hardly  conceive  of  what 
war  is  in  America,”  said  Dr.  Geise- 
ipan,  “ as  we  read  of  the  destruction 
wrought  by  bombers  in  Coventry,  and 
in  London,  where  thousands  huddle 
in  subway  channels  like  animals  to 
find  safety  from  bombs.” 

Dr.  Geiseman  stressed  the  value  of  j 
American  citizenship  made  up  in 
large  part  of  descendants  of  refugees  1 
from  religious  persecutions  in  Europe 
a century  ago.  Here,  he  said,  we  have 
rights  of  free  speech  and  assembly. 
Should  we  speak  in  other  countries 
as  we  are  able  to  do  here,  Dr.  Geise- 
man added,  we  should  soon  find  our- 
selves in  concentration  camps. 

Deeds  as  Well  as  Words. 

That  thankfulness  should  be  mani- 
fest in  deeds  as  well  as  words  was 
the  message  of  the  Rev.  Nels  Nord- 
strom of  Avalon  Park  Congregational 
church.  He  spoke  in  St.  John’s  Meth- 
odist church,  74th  street  and  Jeffrey 
avenue,  at  a union  service  of  two 
synagogues  and  seven  churches.  Out 
of  America’s  abundance  we  should 
have  a heart  for  the  rest  of  the 
world,  was  the  basis  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Nordstrom’s  message.  The  offering 
was  given  to  the  Community  fund. 

Varying  from  such  themes  was  the 
sermon  of  Bishop  Bernard  J.  Sheil  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Roman  Catholic  church, 
Addison  and  Paulina  streets.  He 
asked  his  congregation  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  message  of  great  music 
as  illustrated  by  the  Catholic  Casino 
male  chorus  which  sang  the  music  of 
the  mass.  This  service  will  be  broad- 
cast on  W-G-N  at  9 o’clock  Sunday 
morning  on  the  Chicagoland  Church 
hour.  


Two  Thanksgiving  Days. 


™™am  ^ et]man  of  New  York  has  vetoed 
a bill  by  the  Republican-controlled  state  leg- 
islature to  fix  by  law  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  Thanksgiving  day.  . Lehman 
pointed  out  in  his  veto  message  that  congress 
now  has  before  it  proposals  to  fix  a particu- 
lar holiday  as  a national  Thanksgiving  day. 

“It  is  apparent  that,  if  the  state  of  New 
iork  fixes  a specific  day  and  either  the 
congress  or  the  President  selects  another  day 
we  will  have  two  official  Thanksgiving  days,” 


t the  Democratic  governor  of  New  York 
thmks  two  Thanksgiving  days  is  one  too 
many,  why  should  the  Republicans  disagree’ 


A Thanksgiving  Proclamation 

Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

IT  IS  a good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord.”  Across  the  uncertain  ways  of  space  and  time  our 
hearts  echo  those  words,  for  the  days  are  with  us  again  when,  at  the  gathering  of  the  harvest,  we 
solemnly  express  our  dependence  upon  Almighty  God. 

The  final  months  of  this  year,  now  almost  spent,  find  our  republic  and  the  nations  joined  with  it  wag- 
ing a battle  on  many  fronts  for  the  preservation  of  liberty. 

In  giving  thanks  for  the  greatest  harvest  in  the  history  of  our  nation,  we  who  plant  and  reap  can 
well  resolve  that  in  the  year  to  come  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  pass  that  milestone;  for  by  our- 
labors  in  the  fields  we  can  share  some  part  of  the  sacrifice  with  our  brothers  and  sons  who  wear  the 
uniform  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  recall  now.  the  reverent  words  of  George  Washington: 

“Almighty  God,  we  make  our  earnest  prayer  that  Thou  wilt  keep  the  United  States  in  Thy  holy 
protection,”  and  that  every  American  in  his  own  way  lift  his  voice  to  heaven. 

I recommend  that  all  of  us  bear  in  mind  this  great  Psalm: 

“The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I shall  not  want. 

“He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures;  He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters. 

“He  restoreth  my  soul;  He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  His  name’s  sake. 

“Yea,  though  I walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I will  fear  no  evil;  for  Thou  art 
with  me;  Thy  rod  and  Thy  staff  they  comfort  me.  . . 

“Thou  preparest  a table  before  me  in  the  presence  of  mine  enemies;  Thou  anointest  my  head  with 

oil;  my  cup  runneth  over.  . 

“Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  .my  life;  and  I will  dwell  in  the  house 

of  the  Lord  forever.” 

Inspired  with  faith  and  courage  by  these  words,  let  us  turn  again  to  the  work  that  confronts  us 
in  this  time  of  national  emergency:  In  the  armed  services  and  the  Merchant  Marine;  in  factories  and 
offices;  on  farms  and  in  the  mines;  on  highways,  railways  and  airways;  in  other  places  of  public  service 
to  the  nation ; and  in  our  homes. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby 
invite  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  December  26,  1941, 
which  designates  the  fourth  Thursday  in  November  of  each  year  as  Thanksgiving  Day;  and  I request 
that  both  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  26,  1942,  and  New  Year’s  Day,  January  1,  1943,  be  observed 
in  prayer  publicly  and  privately. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  be  affixed. 
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“.  . . . THE  LAST  THURSDAY  OF  NOVEMBER” 


Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  the  United  States  and 
Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  editor  of  Godey’s  Lady's  Book  are 
generally  recognized  as  the  moving  force  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  annual  fixed  date  for  the  celebration  of 
a national  Thanksgiving  Day.  Lin- 
coln as  the  chief  executive  issued 
the  Thanksgiving  proclamation  and 
Mrs.  Hale  through  the  editorial 
page  of  her  magazine  carried  on 
a campaign  for  many  years  to  es- 
tablish the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  the  proper  date  to 
celebrate  the  American  holiday. 

It  was  in  1863  that  Mrs.  Hale 
was  able  to  get  national  recogni- 
tion of  a fixed  date  for  Thanks- 
giving Day.  She  wrote  President 
Lincoln  on  September  28,  1863  re- 
questing that  he  establish  by  pro- 
clamation “a  national  and  fixed 
Union  Festival.”  Lincoln  complied 
five  days  later  on  October  3,  1863 
with  a Proclamation  For  Thanks- 
giving setting  apart  “the  last 
Thursday  of  November  next  as  a 
day  of  Thanksgiving.  . . .” 

Mrs.  Hale  later  commented  in 
the  pages  of  her  Lady’s  Book  that 
the  day  “was  joyfully  observed  in 
our  own  land,  wherever  the  Amer- 
ican flag  held  sway,  and  in  the  Old 
World  wherever  the  knowledge  of 
this  fixed  day,  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  was  known  to  Amer- 
ican residents  as  the  American 
Festival.” 

The  celebration  of  the  annual 
holiday,  with  a fixed  date,  was  off 
to  a good  start  in  1863  but  a year 
later  there  was  no  indication  that 
the  president  would  set  apart  by 
proclamation  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  in  1864  as  a day  for 
Thanksgiving.  The  year  1864,  in 
fact,  had  provided  little  in  a mili- 
tary or  political  way  for  Lincoln  to 
be  thankful  for. 

Mrs.  Hale,  however,  was  watch- 
ing events  closely.  She  apparently 
waited  until  after  the  October  date 
Lincoln  issued  the  1863  proclama- 
tion to  give  him  the  opportunity 
of  independent  action  in  1864.  How- 
ever, no  Thanksgiving  Proclama- 
tion was  forthcoming.  Meanwhile, 

Mrs.  Hale  prepared  her  editorial 
page  of  the  Lady’s  Book.  Her 
theme  was  “Our  National  Thanks- 
giving— A Domestic  Festival.” 

Having  to  meet  a dead-line,  and 
realizing  that  her  editorial  would 
have  little  significance  if  Lincoln 
did  not  issue  a Thanksgiving  pro- 
clamation, she  wrote  William 


H.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State.  Her  letter  indicated 
some  apprehension  over  Lincoln’s  failure  to  proclaim 
Thanksgiving  by  proclamation. 

In  her  letter,  written  from  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  dated  October  9,  1864  she  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Secretary 
Seward  would  bring  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  president: 
“Enclosed  is  an  article  (or 
proof)  on  the  National  Thanks- 
giving. As  you  were,  last  year 
kindly  interested  in  this  subject. 
I venture  to  request  your  good, 
offiices  again — 

“My  article  will  appear  in  the 
November  number  of  the  ‘Lady’s 
Book;’  but  before  its  publication  I 
trust  that  President  Lincoln  will 
have  issued  his  Proclamation  ap- 
pointing the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  the  Day. 

“I  send  a copy  of  the  proof  for 
the  President.  You  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  handing  this  to  him 
and  acquainting  him  with  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter.  I do  not  like  to 
trouble  him  with  a note.  Should 
the  president  see  fit  to  issue  his 
Proclamation  at  once  the  impor- 
tant paper  would  have  time  to 
reach  the  knowledge  of  American 
citizens  in  Europe  and  Asia,  as 
well  as  throughout  our  wide  land. 
If  the  President  should  recommend 
that  all  American  ministers  and 
consuls  etc.  should  observe  the  Day 
in  their  respective  offices  in  For- 
eign countries  would  it  not  have 
a good  affect  on  our  citizens  abroad 
and  if  on  land  and  sea,  wherever 
the  American  Flag  floats  over  our 
American  citizen  all  should  be  in- 
vited and  united  in  this  National 
Thanksgiving  would  it  not  be  a 
glorious  Festival?” 

The  editorial  entitled,  “Editors’ 
Table”  and  with  a subtitle  “Our 
National  Thanksgiving — A Domes- 
tic Festival  (Held  Yeai'ly  On  The 
Last  Thursday  In  November)” 
follows : 

“On  the  twenty-fourth  of  this  month 
recurs  the  Day — ‘the  last  Thursday  in 
November’ — which  has  now  become  firmly 
established  as  one  of  three  National  Fes- 
tivals of  America. 

“ The  Birth  of  Washington.’  which  brings 
before  all  minds  the  example  of  the  patriot 
hero  and  the  Christian  man  ; Indepen- 
dence Day.’  which  reminds  us  of  the  free 
principles  on  which  our  Government  was 
founded  ; and  ‘Thanksgiving  Day.'  which 
lifts  our  hearts  to  Heaven  in  grateful  de- 
votion, and  knits  them  together  in  bonds 
of  social  affection— are  three  anniversaries 
such  as  no  other  People  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  enjoy.  We  fervently  trust  that,  so 
long  as  the  nation  endures,  these  three 


FROM  WASHING-TON, 

Proclamation  bj  President 
Lincoln. 


; A Day  of  Thanksgiving  Appointed  for 
the  Last  Thursday  in  November. 

Wamhxnotoh,  October  SI. 

The  following  proclamation  was  promulgated  this  af- 
ternoon : — 

% the,  President  of  the  United  States  of  A merica 
A PROCLAMATION. 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  prolong  our  national 
life  another  year,  defending  ub  with  His  guardian  care 
against  unfriendly  designs  from  abroad,  and  vouch- 
safing to  m in  His  mercy  many  and  signal  victories 
over  tbs  enemy  who  is  of  our  own  household.  It  has 
also  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  to  favor  as  well  our 
citizens  in  their  homes  as  our  soldiers  in  their  camps 
and  our  sailers  on  the  rivers  and  seas  with  unusual 
health.  Ho  has  largely  augmented  our  free  population 
by  emancipation  and  by  immigration,  while  He  has 
opened  to  us  new  sources  of  wealth,  and  has 
crowned  the  labor  of  our  working  men  in 
every  department  of  industry  with  abundant 
reward.  Moreover  he  has  been  pleased  to  animate  and 
inspire  our  minds  and  hearts  with  fortitude,  courage 
and  resolution  sufficient  for  the  great  trial  of  civil  war, 
into  which  we  have  been  brought  by  onr  adherence,  as 
a nation,  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  and  to 
afford  to  us  reuse  nable  hopes  of  an  ultimate  and  happy 
deliverance  from  all  our  dangers  and  afflictions. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  tio  hereby  appoint  and  t apart  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  next  as  a day  which  I desire  to 
to  be  observed  by  all  my  fellow  citizens  where- 
e\  er  they  may  then  bn,  as  a day  of  thank-giving 
and  prater  to  Almighty  God,  the  benefioent  Cre- 
ator and  Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  1 do  further 
recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens  aforesaid,  that  on  that 
occasion  they  do  reverently  humble  themselves  in  the 
dust,  and  from  thence  offer  up  penitent  and  fervent 
prayers  and  supplications  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
events  for  a return  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
peace,  union,  and  harmony  throughout  the  laud  which 
it  has  pleased  Him  to  assign  as  a dwelling.plaee 
for  ourselves  and  our  posterity  throughout  all  genera- 
tions. 

In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  iny  hand 
and  earned  the  seal  of  the  UniUd  States  to  bo  affixed. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  20th  da>  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  of  Our  land  1864,  and  of  the  inde- 
petuienoe  of  the  United  States  the  eiuhty  ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

By  the-  President, 

W*.  H.  Sr.wAiur,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Festivals  will  continue  to  be  observed  with  an  ever  deepening-  sense 
of  their  beauty  and  value. 

“In  our  endeavors,  which  have  been  continued  for  many  years,  to 
secure  the  recognition  of  one  day  throughout  the  land  as  the  Day  of 
public  Thanksgiving , we  are  conscious  of  not  having  in  any  manner 
gone  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  the  sphere  which  we  have  prescribed 
for  the  Lady’s  Book.  It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  Thanksgiving 
Day  that  nothing  political  mingles  in  its  observance.  It  is  in  its  very 
nature  a religious  and  domestic  holiday.  It  belongs  to  the  altar  and 
the  hearth,  at  which  women  should  ever  be  present;  and  the  women 
of  our  country  should  take  this  day  under  their  peculiar  charge,  and 
sanctify  it  to  acts  of  piety,  charity,  and  domestic  love. 

“There  is  one  duty  connected  with  the  day  which  on  the  present 
occasion  should  be  especially  called  to  mind.  In  the  divine  order 
which  was  given  to  the  Israelites  for  the  celebration  of  their  great 
National  Festival,  the  ‘Feast  of  Weeks,’  they  were  bidden  to  ‘eat 
the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send  portions  unto  them  for  whom 
nothing  is  prepared .’  Although  Providence  has  blessed  our  land  with 
an  abounding  harvest,  we  must  remember  that  there  are  among  us 
many  who  will  have  but  a scanty  and  insufficient  share  in  this  abun- 
dance. The  civil  war  has  given  to  our  care  many  maimed  and  helpless 
men,  many  widows  and  orphans,  many  destitute  refugees.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  provision  made  by  Government,  there  will  be  ample 
room  for  all  that  private  benevolence  can  bestow.  Let  us  each  see  to 
it  that  on  this  one  day  there  shall  be  no  family  or  individual,  within 
the  compass  of  our  means  to  help,  who  shall  not  have  some  portion 
prepared,  and  some  reason  to  join  in  the  general  Thanksgiving. 

“Who  can  estimate  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  may  flow  from 
the  faithful  observance  of  this  happy  Festival?  For  one  day  the 
strife  of  parties  will  be  hushed,  the  cares  of  business  will  be  put 
aside,  and  all  hearts  will  join  in  common  emotions  of  gratitude  and 
good-will.  We  may  even  hope  that  for  one  day  war  itself  will  cease 
by  common  consent,  as  was  the  custom  in  the  Middle  Ages  during 
the  solemn  church  Festival  known  as  the  ‘Truce  of  God:’  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  sentiments  may  then  be  awakened  which  will  aid  in 
bringing  on  that  return  of  true  union  and  peace  which  is  so  earnestly 
desired. 

“At  all  events,  we  may  be  sure  that,  wherever  it  is  possible,  among 
our  war-worn  soldiers  in  every  camp  and  hospital,  among  our  gallant 
sailors  on  every  sea,  among  our  devoted  missionaries,  laboring 
throughout  all  heathendom  among  patriotic  Americans  in  every 
foreign  country,  as  well  as  among  millions  of  homes  in  our  own 
wide  land,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  this  great  Na- 
tional and  Domestic  Festival  will  be  celebrated  with  happy  recollec- 
tions and  cheerful  hopes,  and  with  grateful  and  softened  hearts. 

“Let  us  all.  with  devout  thankfulness  to  the  beneficent  Giver  of 
all  good  gifts,  do  our  best  to  make  this  coming  Thanksgiving  Day  a 
foretaste  of  that  happy  period  of  ‘peace  on  earth  and  good-will  among 
men,’  in  which  all  wrongs  and  sufferings  from  evil  are  to  dissolve 


like  shadows  before  the  noonday  sun,  in  the  righteousness  and  good- 
ness which  will  crown  the  glorious  reign  of  Christ  on  earth.” 

Seward  evidently  brought  to  Lincoln’s  attention  the 
letter  and  editorial  which  Mrs.  Hale  had  sent  to  him. 
However,  Lincoln  waited  until  October  20,  1864,  when 
the  political  and  military  fortunes  of  the  nation  had 
taken  on  a more  optimistic  aspect,  to  issue  his  second 
annual  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation.  The  1864  proc- 
lamation, like  that  of  1863,  set  apart  the  “last  Thursday 
in  November”  as  the  day  on  which  the  celebration  was 
to  be  held. 

The  real  significance  of  Lincoln’s  1864  proclamation, 
although  later  presidents  broke  precedent  by  using  other 
dates,  was  that  Thanksgiving  Day,  to  be  celebrated  on 
“the  last  Thursday  in  November,”  was  now  an  estab- 
lished and  fixed  date. 

In  addition  to  the  day’s  national  appeal  it  also  had  a 
real  religious  significance.  The  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore, 
No.  1180,  November  19,  1951  made  the  following  com- 
ment: “Two  seasons  of  equal  religious  significance  find 
their  place  in  the  Church  Calendar,  Lent  preceding  Eas- 
ter and  Advent,  preceding  Christmas,  both  periods  em- 
phasing  fasting  and  prayer.  As  early  as  the  Sixth  Cen- 
tury the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  was  established  by  its 
designation  as  the  first  Sunday  following  the  ‘last  Thurs- 
day in  November.’  Inasmuch  as  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
preceding  this  Sunday  become  days  of  fast  and  penance, 
the  preceding  Thursday  was  the  last  day  available  for 
feasting.  Hence  the  feasting  idea  was  associated  with 
the  last  Thursday  in  November.” 

From  1863  to  1939  the  fixed  date,  with  minor  excep- 
tions, prevailed  for  the  national  festival.  In  1939  Thanks- 
giving Day  was  moved  to  the  third  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber which  has  no  national  or  religious  significance.  This 
changing  of  the  fixed  date  led  to  a great  deal  of  confu- 
sion with  some  states  adhering  to  the  traditional  date. 

In  1941  Congressman  Michener  of  Michigan  introduced 
a joint-resolution  to  restore  “the  last  Thursday  in  No- 
vember as  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Day.”  The  resolution 
passed  the  House.  The  Senate  then  amended  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  “last”  and  substituting  the 
word  “fourth.” 

Fortunately  for  those  who  cherish  tradition,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  “Fourth  Thursdays”  are  the  “last  Thurs- 
days” of  November.  The  1959  calendar  indicates  that 
Thanksgiving  this  year  will  be  celebrated  on  November 
26,  the  last  Thursday  of  the  month. 

See  Lincoln  Lores  Nos.  33,  294,  972,  1024,  1180 
and  1233. 


McMURTRY  VISITS 
SOUTHEASTERN  ASIA 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  the  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore 
and  the  Director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
left  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  on  September  11,  1959  for  a 
three  months  tour  of  Southeastern  Asia.  Dr.  McMurtry 
was  awarded  a grant  to  visit  the  Far  East  under  the 
Department  of  State’s  International  Exchange  Service. 
As  an  American  Specialist  he  is  giving  a series  of 
lectures  on  Abraham  Lincoln  and  is  discussing  informally 
with  the  members  of  various  clubs  and  cultural  groups 
the  democratic  aspects  of  Lincoln’s  political  philosophy. 
Upon  being  notified  of  the  availability  of  Dr.  McMurtry 
as  an  authority  and  lecturer  on  the  Sixteenth  President 
the  following  countries  requested  his  services: 

Korea  Sept.  14-26  Indonesia  Oct.  13-24 

Taiwan  Sept.  26-Oct.  4 Singapore  Oct.  24-31 
Hong  Kong  Oct.  5-12  Malaya  Oct.  31-Nov.  7 

Thailand  Nov.  7-21 

Enroute  home  Dr.  McMurtry  will  spend  several  days 
in  Manila,  P.I.  and  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  lecturing  on  Lin- 
coln. In  both  of  these  cities  he  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Theo.  H.  Davies  & Co.,  Ltd.,  agency  representatives  of 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company. 
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Detail  of  a greatly  enlarged  photograph  of  president 
Lincoln  (hatless)  seated  in  the  center  of  the  crowd  on 
the  platform  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  November 
19,  1863.  The  Photograph  was  taken  by  Mathew  B. 
Brady.  The  negative  was  discovered  by  Miss  Josephine 
Cobb  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 

THE  DEDICATION  OF 
THE  GETTYSBURG  CEMETERY 

November  19,  1863 

“ — it  is  worth  while  to  look  at  the  ensemble.  Perhaps 
upon  no  other  American  stage  has  there  been  such  a con- 
junction of  all  that  is  distinguished  by  official  position, 
statesmanship,  learning  and  eloquence. 

“The  central  figure  is,  of  course,  that  of  the  orator, 
his  head  white  with  the  snows  of  seventy  winters,  but 
his  form  as  erect,  his  eye  as  bright,  his  complexion  as 
clear,  his  voice  as  full  and  sweet,  his  gesture  as  graceful, 
and  the  expression  of  his  face  as  genial  as  in  his  man- 
hood’s prime.  It  was  evident  that  he  labored  under  no 
ordinary  emotions.  Before  him  and  in  the  distance  were 
the  ranges  of  hills  where,  less  than  five  months  ago, 
stood  the  invading  foe;  on  either  side  were  the  fresh 
graves  of  the  heroes  who  had  fallen,  and  in  his  im- 
mediate presence  the  illustrious  living,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  every  free  State  of  the  Union.  It  was  a 
scene  to  inspire  lips  less  eloquent  than  his.  Mr.  Everett 
shows  no  signs  of  decay  other  than  his  whitening  hairs 
and  the  deepening  lines  of  his  face.  This  oration,  which 
he  is  now  pronouncing,  we  know,  is  already  in  type; 
every  word  is  faithfully  memorized;  there  is  no  hesita- 
tion; the  stream  of  eloquence  flows  steadly  on;  and  there 
is  the  gesture,  once  observed,  never  to  be  forgotten,  when 
the  orator  rises  to  some  climax,  and  the  arms  outspread, 
and  the  fingers,  quivering  and  fluttering,  as  once  said, 
like  the  pinions  of  an  eagle,  seem  to  rain  down  upon  the 
audience  the  emotions  with  which  they  vibrate;  there  is 
the  stately  pose  of  the  well  formed  figure,  gracefully 
displayed  in  the  tightly  buttoned  and  close  fitting  frock 
coat;  and  you  can  not  help  thinking  all  the  while  that  to 
his  many  rich  mental  endowments,  Mr.  Everett  adds  the 


immense  advantage  of  a perfect  form  and  a face  ab- 
solutely handsome. 

“In  strange  contrast,  is  the  figure  seated  immediately 
behind  him.  A Scotch  type  of  countenance,  you  say,  with 
the  disadvantage  of  emaciation  by  a siege  of  Western 
auge.  It  is  a thoughtful,  kindly,  care-worn  face,  im- 
passive in  repose,  the  eyes  cast  down,  the  lids  thin  and 
firmly  set,  the  cheeks  sunken,  and  the  whole  indicating 
weariness,  and  anything  but  good  health.  This  is  the 
President.  Occasionally  a smile  passes  over  his  face, 
as  some  forcible  remark  of  the  orator  arouses  him,  and 
once  he  placed  his  hand  quickly  on  the  shoulder  of  the 
gentlemen  at  his  left,  and  spoke  an  approving  word. 
The  person  addressed  has  sat  so  far  with  his  arms 
tightly  folded,  and  his  hat  drawn  down  over  his  eyes, 
which  seem  to  see  nothing  of  all  that  is  passing  before 
him.  This  is  Mr.  Seward,  as  you  know  by  the  bushy, 
beetling  eyebrow,  the  wiry  face — now  more  wiry  than 
ever.  He  has  grown  old  fast.  The  hair  and  whiskers  are 
almost  white,  and  the  face  sharper  and  more  American- 
ized than  we  have  ever  seen  it. 

“On  the  right  of  the  President  sits  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Baugher,  of  the  Gettysburg  College,  who  is  to  pronounce 
the  benediction — a semi-bald  head,  a hooked  Roman  nose, 
clear  blue  eye,  and  a decidedly  clerical  face.  He  would 
pass  any  where  for  a theological  professor,  a man  of 
firm  will,  but  kindly  and  affiable  withal.  Still  to  the  right 
is  the  most  unearthly  face  out  of  the  grave;  absolutely 
colorless;  the  lips  as  white  as  the  wasted  cheek,  and 
the  flowing  hair,  and  tuft  of  whiskers  under  the  chin, 
as  snowy  white  as  wool.  This  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockton, 
whose  eloquent  and  impressive  prayer  brought  tears  to 
the  eyes  of  thousands  but  a moment  ago.  Further  to 
the  left  of  the  President  sits  Governor  Curtin — a princely 
figure  with  a manly  face;  next  to  him  Governor  Seymour 
of  New  York — a stout,  hearty,  well-to-do  man — and  next 
to  him  the  good-humored,  florid  and  plump  Governor 
Tod,  of  Ohio.  In  their  rear  is  the  dark,  brigandish  un- 
mistakable figure  of  Forney.  There  is  another  group  in 
the  rear  of  the  President  worth  looking  at.  It  comprises 
Vice  President  Hamlin;  the  Aldermanic  Governor-elect 
of  Ohio,  Montgomery  Blair,  Lieutenant  Governor  Ander- 
son, and  standing  near  them,  the  most  executive  of 
Governors,  Morton  of  Indiana.  Interspersed  with  these 
are  Governors  of  other  States,  members  of  Congress, 
iron-grey  Simon  Cameron,  the  brilliant  dresses  of  officers 
of  the  army,  of  the  navy,  etc.,  the  whole  making  up  a 
singular  and  remarkable  group  of  men,  whose  names  are 
imperishably  connected  with  the  momentous  events  of 
the  last  three  years.” 

Cincinnati  Daily  Commercial, 

Monday,  November  23,  1863. 


ANALYSIS  OF  LINCOLN’S  CHARACTER 

“The  following  from  the  New  York  Times  is  appro- 
priate to  the  subject  on  which  it  treats  the  character 
of  Mr.  Lincoln: 

‘An  intense,  all  comprehensive  patriotism,  was  a 
constant  stimulus  of  all  his  public  exertions.  It  grew  into 
the  very  constitution  of  his  soul,  and  operated,  like  a 
natural  function,  continuously,  spontaneously  and  al- 
most as  it  were  unconsciously.  It  prevaded  and  unified 
all  that  he  did.  If  he  had  ambition,  it  was  to  serve  his 
country,  and  in  that  sphere  where  he  might  do  it  most 
effectually.  In  no  way  did  he  ever  fail  his  country  in  the 
time  of  need.  He  was  independent,  self  poised,  stead- 
fast. You  always  knew  where  to  find  him;  you  could  cal- 
culate him  like  a planet.  A public  trust  was  to  him  a 
sacred  thing.  Sublimer  moral  courage,  more  resolute 
devotion  to  duty,  cannot  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
man  than  he  has  displayed  for  the  salvation  of  the 
American  Union.  It  was  the  sublime  performance  of 
sublime  duties  that  made  him  so  trusted,  and  which 
has  given  him  a fame  as  solid  as  justice,  and  as  genuine 
as  truth.’  ” 

Galena  Weekly  Gazette 
Galena,  Illinois, 

April  25,  1865 
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A Concise/Lincoln  Dictionary/Thoughts  and  State- 
ments/Compiled and  Arranged/by/Ralph  B.  Winn/ (de- 
vice) /Philosophical  Library/New  York. 

Book,  cloth,  4%"  x l1/*"/  152  pp.,  price  $3.75. 

BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA  1959-54 

The  Lincoln  Trail/Hike/.  . ./for  qualified  members/of 
the/Boy  Scouts  of  America/ Sponsored  by/Abraham  Lin- 
coln Council/730  East  Vine  Street/ Springfield,  Illinois/ 
Phone  8-5693/ (Cover  title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 9",  (6)  pp. 

BROADCAST  MUSIC,  INC.  1959-55 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Story  1809-1959  is  the  current 
segment  of  the  prize-winning  radio  series  The  American 
Story,  which  is  distributed  as  a public  service  by  Broad- 
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COOPER  UNION  1959-56 

Commemorating/The  99th  anniversary  of  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  address/at  the  Cooper  Union/The  150th  anni- 
versary of  Lincoln’s  birth  /Coinciding  with  the  issuance 
of  a 3^  Lincoln  stamp/The  founding  of  the  Cooper  Union 
in  1859/Lincoln  speaking  in  the  Great  Hall  of  The  Cooper 
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DOYLE,  BERNICE  McCLURE  1959-57 

Lincoln  Land  Times/Extra/Volume  One,  Number  1/ 
Springfield,  Illinois,  May  4,  1865/Bernice  McClure  Doyle, 
Editor/25  cents  per  copy/Lincoln  Comes  Home/ (Caption 
title). 

Folder,  paper,  12"  x 161//',  4 pp.  Souvenir  in  newspaper  format  not 
intended  to  be  issued  regularly. 
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Abraham  Lincoln’s /Religion/ Source  of  the  Great 
Emancipator’s/Religious  Inspiration/by/Dr.  G.  George 
Fox/ (device) /An  Exposition-Banner  Book /Exposition 
Press  New  York. 

Book,  cloth,  5 (4"  x 8(4",  119  pp.,  price  $3.00. 

HARKNESS,  DAVID  JAMES  1959-59 

Abraham  Lincoln/and  Cumberland  Gap/David  James 
Harkness/The  University  of  Tennessee  News  Letter/Vol. 
XXXVIII  April  1959  No.  2. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  6"  x 9",  31  pp.,  price  $1.00. 

HARPER,  ROBERT  S.  1959-60 

1809-Abraham  Lincoln-1865/The  Critter  in  Marble/ 
(Photo  of  T.  D.  Jones,  sculptor) /A  Publication  of  the 
Ohio  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Committee/Ohio  State 
Museum — Columbus  10,  Ohio/Nineteen  Hundred  Fifty- 
Nine. 

Pamphlet,  paper,  5(4"  x 8%",  (8)  pp. 

HARRISON  AND  SONS,  LIMITED  1959-61 

Ghana/ (Sketch  of  Lincoln) /Special  issue  of  Ghana 
Postage  Stamps  commemorating/the  150th  Birthday 


Anniversary/of  Abraham  Lincoln/Emission  speciale  de 
timbres-postes  de  Ghana  destinee  a honorer  le  150eme 
Annniversaire/de  la  naissance  d’Abraham  Lincoln /(Cover 
title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 8(4",  (6)  pp.  Illustrated  folder  of  Ghana  stamp 
in  English  and  French. 

HENRY  E.  HUNTINGTON  LIBRARY  & ART 

GALLERY  1959-62 

Henry  E.  Huntington  Library/and  Art  Gallery/An 
Exhibition /Commemorating/the  birth  of /Abraham  Lin- 
coln/February 12/1809/ (Lincoln  photo)  / Abraham  Lin- 
coln/From the  photograph  by/Alexander  Hesler,  Sep- 
tember 30/1959/ (Cover  title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 9",  (8)  pp.,  illus. 

LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  UNIVERSITY  1959-63 

Lincoln  Memorial  University  Press/Spring  1959/Vol. 
61,  No.  1/Lincoln  Herald/ A Magazine  devoted  to  his- 
torical research  in  the  field  of  Lincolniana  and  the  Civil 
War,  and  to  the  promotion  of  Lincoln  Ideals  in  American 
Education. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  7%"  x lO1^",  40  pp.,  illus. 

McMURTRY,  R.  GERALD  1959-64 

The/Harlan-Lincoln  Tradition/at  Iowa  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege/by/Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry/Price  25  Cents/The 
Harlan-Lincoln  Restoration  Commission/1959. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  6%"  x 9*4,  20  pp.,  fr.,  illus.  Reprinted 
from  Lincoln  Herald,  Oct.  1946. 


OHIO  LINCOLN  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE  1959-65 

1809-Abraham  Lincoln-1865/A  Lincoln  Reading  List/ 
(Photo  of  Lincoln  and  son  Tad) /A  Publication  of  the 
Ohio  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Committee/ Ohio  State 
Museum — Columbus  10,  Ohio/Nineteen  Hundred  Fifty- 
Nine/ (Cover  title). 

Pamphlet,  paper,  5(4"  x 8(4",  (12)  pp. 

RANDALL,  RUTH  PAINTER  1959-66 

I Mary /A  Biography/of  the  girl  who  married/ Abra- 
ham Lincoln/by/Ruth  Painter  Randall /Little,  Brown  & 
Company/Boston  Toronto. 

Book,  cloth,  5%"  x 8(4",  242  pp.,  fr.,  illus.,  price  $3.50. 


SEYLAR,  MARGARET  MELCHIOR  1959-67 

Mary/Elizabeth/and/Mr.  Lincoln/by  Margaret  Mel- 
chior Seylar/Interesting  Reading  Series/Morton  Botel/ 
Coordinating  Editor/Penns  Valley  Publishers,  Inc. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  5.-%"  x 81/*)",  34  pp.,  illus.  Penns  Valley 
Publishers,  Inc.,  102  South  Allen  Street,  State  College,  Penn. 


UNITED  STATES  LINCOLN  SESQUICENTEN- 
NIAL COMMISSION  1959-68 

(Seal) /The  Lincoln  Sesquieentennial/Intelligencer/a 
newsletter  highlighting  events  in  the  observance/of  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Lincoln’s  birth/June,  1959/Wash- 
ington, D.  C./Vol.  1 — No.  3/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper,  8(4"  x 11",  (8)  pp. 

LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  FOUNDATION  1959-69 
Lincoln  Lore/Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation /Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor/Published 
each  month  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Fort  Wayne/Indiana/Number  1452  February,  1959 
—Number  1460  October,  1959/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper,  8 %"  x 11",  4 pp.,  illus.  Number  1452,  Lincoln’s 
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Your  views 

/% 

Thanksgiving  holiday  wasn’t  always  observed  by  Americans  on  fourth  Thu/sdav 

14^0*  1L ' I ’ / J 


Most  people  think  the  Pilgrims 
were  the  first  to  observe  Thanksgiving 
In  America  when  they  held  three 
days  of  religious  services,  military 
drills,  games  of  chance  and  skill, 
singing  and  much  eating  with  a spirit 
of  thankfulness,  sometime  In  Au- 
flust,  1621. 

However,  three  Thanksgivings 
had  already  been  held  In  America,  the 
first  on  the  shores  of  Newfound- 
land on  May  27, 1578,  the  second 
near  the  present  site  of 
Phlppsburg,  Me.,  on  Aug.  9, 1607,  and 
the  third  at  what  is  now  Berkeley 
Plantation  In  Charles  County,  Va  on 
Dec.  4, 1619. 

The  first  national  observance  of 


Thanksgiving  was  held  on  Dec.  18, 
1777,  by  proclamation  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  Issued  six  weeks 
earlier.  It  celebrated  the  victory  at 
Saratoga,  turning  point  of  the 
Revolution. 

George  Washington  called  for 
Thanksgiving  Days  twice  during  his 
presidency.  On  Oct.  3,  1789,  he  ap- 
pointed Nov.  26  as  Thanksgiving  Day 
when  “we  may...unlte  In  rendering 
unto  him  (God)  our  sincere  and  hum- 
ble thanks  for  his  kind  care  and 
protection  of  the  people  of  this 
country,"  and  "for  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  with  which  we  are 
blessed." 

When  the  Whiskey  Rebellion  was 


squelched  In  western  Pennsylvania 
six  years  later,  Washington  set 
Peb.  19, 1795,  as  a day  of  thanks  "for 
the  reasonable  control  which  has 
been  given  to  the  spirit  of  disorder  In 
the  suppression  ot  the  late 
Insurrection." 

Abraham  Lincoln,  who  is  gener- 
ally credited  with  establishing  the 
fourth  Thursday  oi  November  as 
the  day  for  Thanksgiving,  Issued  nine 
proclamations  for  fasting,  prayer 
and  thanksgiving,  the  first  on  Aug.  12, 
1861.  The  decision  to  set  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  as  a day  of  . 
"national  and  fixed  Thanksgiving" 
resulted  from  the  urging  of  Mra.  Sarah 
Josepha  Hale,  editor  of  Godey's 


Lady's  Book.  She  had/oeen  cam- 
paigning for  such  a celebration 
since  1828  and  by  1J059  a total  of  28 
states  and  two  territories  had 
adopted  her  suggestion. 

- In  September,  1863,  she  made  a 
personal  plea  to  Lincoln  to  establish 
such  a day  and  on  Oct.  3 the  Presi- 
dent Issued  a proclamation  enumerat 
Ing  blessings  the  nation  had 
enjoyed  during  the  year  and  setting 
Nov.  26,  the  last  fourth  Thursday  of 
the  month,  as  a day  for  "citizens  In 
every  part  of  the  United  States"  to 
give  thanks  for  a year  "filled  with  the 
blessings  of  fruitful  fields  and 
healthful  skies."  Lincoln  Issued  his 
last  Thanksgiving  proclamation  on 


in  November 

Oct.  20,  1864,  again  setting  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  as  the  day 
of  observance. 

From  1863  until  1939  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  was  observed 
as  Thanksgiving  Day.  In  the  latter 
year  President  Roosevelt  set  the  third 
Thursday  of  November  as  the  day 
to  be  observed  because  a later  Thurs- 
day, he  believed,  fell  too  close  to 
Christmas. 

After  three  years  of  observance 
on  Roosevelt's  date,  the  fourth  Thurs- 
day In  November  was  permanently 
set  as  Thanksgiving  Day  by  act  of 
Congress. 

W.  EMERSON  RECK 

Springfield 


Look  for  Your  Answer  Here 


Dec.  7,  1865 

A friend  told  me  that  ever 
since  President  Lincoln’s  first 
proclamation  Thanksgiving  Day 
has  been  observed  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  November,  with 
one  exception  as  to  the  date. 
Can  you  tell  me  when  this  “ex- 
ception” occurred,  the  date  in 
that  year,  and  the  reason  for  the 
change?  T.  McF. 

East  Cleveland,  O. 

It  was  in  1865.  The  custom  of  a 
national  observance  of  the  last 
Thursday  of  November  was  not  yet 


very  definitely  established — it  had 
been  only  two  years  since  President 
Lincoln’s  first  proclamation  had 
been  issued,  in  response  to  the  urg- 
ings  of  a woman  editor. 

Conditions  attendant  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  war  problems  also 
had  something  to  do  with  President 
Johnson’s  delaying  of  the  day  until 
Dec.  7,  the  latest  upon  which  the 
observance  has  ever  been  held. 

“The  president’s  designation  of 
Dec.  7 for  a national  thanksgiving,” 
declared  the  New  York  Tribune 
editorially  on  Dec.  5,  1865,  “will 
meet  with  a far  more  general  and 
hearty  response  from  the  people 
than  if  a much  earlier  day  had  been 
named,  for  we  have  had  time  to 
realize  the  greatness  of  the  victory 
which  last  April  consummated." 


| 

Bang;!  Biff!  Socko! 

Listening  to  two  women  in  Mount  i 
Carmel,  111.,  discussing  Thanksgiving, 
this  is  what  I heard  one  of  them  say, 
Indeed  1 11  not  have  my  Thanksgiv- 
ing this  week.  Who  is  he  to  tell  us 
when  to  have  Thanksgiving  and  why 
should  he  want  to  change  a date  that 
Jesus  Himself  set.”  — Bummy. 

* * 





Lincoln,  Editor  Fix  Date 
For  Thanksgiving  In  1863 


By  K.  GERALD  McMl 'RTKV 
Director,  Lincoln  National  Lite  Foundation 
“ . . . the  last  Thursday  of  November-' 

Abraham  Lincoln.  President  of  the  United  States  and  Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  editor 
of  Godev's  Lady’s  Book  are  generally  recognized  as  the  moving  force  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  annual  fixed  date  for  the  celebration  of  a national  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Lincoln  as  the  chief  executive,  issued  the  Thanksgiving  proclamation  and  Mrs. 


Hale  through  the  editorial  page 
of  her  magazine  carried  on  a 
campaign  for  many  years  to  es- 
tablish the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  .the  proper  date  to 
celebrate  the  American  holiday. 

It  was  in  1S63  that  Mrs.  Hale 
was  able  to  get  national  recogni- 
tion of  a fixed  date  for  Thanks- 
giving Day.  She  wrote  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  on  Sept.  28.  1S63 
requesting  that  he  establish  by 
proclamation  "a  national  and 
fixed  Union  Festival."  Lincoln 
complied  five  days  later  on  Oct. 
3.  1S63  with  a Proclamation  For 
Thanksgiving  setting  apart  "the 
last  Thursday  of  November  next 
as  a day  of  Thanksgiving  . . 


Thanksgiving  by  proclama- 
tion. 

In  her  letter,  written  from 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
dated  Oct.  9,  1864  she  expressed 
the  hope  that  Secretary  Seward 
would  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  President: 
"Enclosed  is  an  article  (or 
proof)  on  the  National  Thanks- 
giving. As  you  were,  last  year 
kindly  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject. I venture  to  request  your 
good,  offices  again  — 

Article  Appears 
In  * Lady's  Rook ’ 


the  example  of  the  patriot  hero 
and  the  Christian  man;  ‘Inde- 
pendence Day,’  which  reminds 
us  of  the  free  principles  on  which 
our  Government  was  founded; 
and  ‘Thanksgiving  Day,’  which 
lifts  our  hearts  to  Heaven  in 
grateful  devotion,  and  knits  them 
together  in  bonds  of  social  affec- 
tion — are  three  anniversaries 
such  as  no  other  People  have 
the  good  fortune  to  enjoy.  We 
fervently  trust  that,  so  long  as 
the  nation  endures,  these  three 
Festivals  will  continue  to  be 
observed  with  an  ever  deepening 
sense  of  their  beauty  and  value. 

W anted  One  Day 


To  Be  Recognized. 

"In  our  endeavors,  which  have 
been  continued  for  many  years, 
to  secure  the  recognition  of  one 
day  throughout  the  land  as  the 
day  of  public  Thanksgiving,  we 
are  conscious  of  not  having  in 
any  manner  gone  beyond  the 
proper  limits  of  the  sphere  which 
we  have  prescribed  for  the 
Lady's  Book.  It  is  the  peculiar 
happiness  of  Thanksgiving  Day 
that  nothing  political  mingles  in 
its  observance. 

"It  Is  In  Us  very  nature  a 
religious  and  domestic  holi- 
day. It  belongs  to  the  altar 
and  the  hearth,  at  which 
woman  should  ever  be  pres- 
ent: and  the  women  of  our 
country  should  take  this  day. 
under  their  peculiar  charge, 
and  sanctity  It  to  acta  at  pi- 
ety. charity,  and  domestic 
love. 

"There  is  one  duty  connected 
with  the  day  which  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion  should  be  especial- 
ly called  to  mind.  In  the  divine 
order  which  was  given  to  the  Is- 
raelites for  the  celebration  of 
Ihcir  great  National  Festival, 
the  'Feast  of  Weeks,’  they  were 
bidden  to  ‘cat  the  fat,  and  drink 
the  sweet,  and  send  portions  unto 
them  for  whom  nothing  is  pre- 
pared.’ Although  Providence  has 
blessed  our  land  with  an  abound- 
ing harvest,  we  must  remember 
that  there  are  among  us  many 
who  will  have  but  a scanty  and 
insufficient  share  in  this  abun- 
dance. The  Civil  War  has  given 
to  our  care  many  maimed  and 
helpless  men,  many  widows  and 
orphans,  many  destitute  ref- 
ugees. Notwithstanding  all  the 
provision  made  by  government. 


Mr*.  Hale  later  commented 
In  the  page*  of  her  Lady’s 
Book  that  the  day  "was 
Joyfully  observed  In  our  own 
land,  wherever  the  American 
flag  held  away,  and  in  the 
Old  World  wherever  the 
knowledge  of  thia  fixed  day, 
the  last  Thursday  In  Novem- 
ber was  known  to  American 
residents  as  the  American 
Festival.” 


i\o  Proclamation 
Issued  IS' ext  Year 

The  celebration  of  the  annual 
holiday,  with  a fixed  date,  was 
off  to  a good  start  in  1S63  but  a 
year  later  there  was  no  indi- 
cation that  the  President  would 
set  apart  by  proclamation  the 
last  Thursday  In  November  in 
1864  as  a day  for  Thanksgiving. 
The  year  1964.  in  fact,  had  pro- 
vided little  in  a military  or  polit- 
ical way  for  Lincoln  to  be  thank- 
ful for. 

Mrs.  Hale,  however,  was 
watching  events  closely.  She 
apparently  waited  until  after  the 
October  date  Lincoln  issued  the 
1863  proclamation  to  give  him 
the  opportunity'  of  independent 
action  In  386-1.  However,  no 
Thanksgiving  Proclamation  was 
forthcoming.  Meanwhile.  Mrs. 
Hale  prepared  her  editorial  page 
of  the  Lady’s  Book.  Her  theme 
was  "Our  National  Thanksgiving 
— A Domestic  Festival." 


Having  to  meet  a deadline 
and  reallilng  that  her  edl 
torial  would  have  little  slg 
nlflcance  If  Lincoln  did  no 
Issue  a Thanksgiving  procla- 
mation, she  wrote  WUllam 
H.  Seward,  the  secretary  of 
state.  Her  letter  Indicated 
some  apprehensk 
coin’ll  failure  t 


"My  article  will  appear  in  the 
November  number  of  the  Lady’s 
Book;  but  before  its  publi- 
cation I trust  that  President 
Lincoln  will  have  issued  his 
Proclamation  appointing  the 
last  Thursday  in  November  as 
the  Day. 

"I  send  a copy  of  the  proof  for 
the  President.  You  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  handing  this  to 
him  and  acquainting  him  with 
the  contents  of  this  letter.  I do 
not  like  to  trouble  him  with  a 
note.  Should  the  President  see 
fit  to  issue  his  Proclamation  at 
once  the  important  paper  would 
have  time  to  reach  the  knowl- 
edge of  American  citizens  in  Eu- 
rope and  Asia,  as  well  a s 
throughout  our  wide  land. 


"If  the  President  should 
recommend  that  all  Ameri- 
can minister*  and  consuls 
etc  should  observe  the  Day 
In  their  respective  offices  In 
foreign  countries  would  It  not 
have  a good  effect  on  our 
citizens  abroad  and  If  on 
land  and  »•*,  wherever  the 
American  Flag  floats  over 
our  American  ciUsens  all 
should  be  Invited  and  united 
la  this  National  Thanksgiving 
would  It  not  be  a glorious 
Festival?" 


The  editorial  entitled.  "Edi- 
tors’ Table"  and  with  a sub- 
title "Our  National  Thanksgiv- 
ing — A Domestic  Festival  (Held 
Yearly  On  The  Last  Thursday 
in  November)’’  follows: 

"On  the  twenty-fourth  of  this 
month  recurs  the  Day  — ’the 
last  Thursday  in  November  — 
which  has  now  become  firmly 
established  as  one  of  three  Na- 
tional Festivals  of  America. 


The  real  significance  of 
Lin  coin’s  1M4  proclamation, 
although  later  Preside* ti 
broke  precedent  by  ruing  oth- 
er dates,  was  that  Hunks- 
giving  Day,  to  be  celebrated 
on  "the  last  Thursday  in  No- 
vember," was  now  an  estab- 
lished and  fixed  date. 


In  addition  to  the  day’s  nation- 
al appeal  it  also  had  n real  re- 
ligious significance.  The  editor  of 
Lincoln  Lore,  No.  1180,  Nov.  19, 
1951  made  the  following  com- 
ment: "Two  seasons  of  equal 
religious  significance  find  their 
place  in  the  Church  Calendar, 
Lent  preceding  Easter  and  Ad- 
vent, preceding  Christmas,  both 
periods  emphasizing  fasting  and 
prayer.  As  early  as  the  Sixth 
Century  the  first  Sunday  in  Ad- 
vent was  established  by  its  des- 
ignation as  the  first  Sunday  fol- 
lowing the  ‘last  Thursday  In  No- 
vember.’ Inasmuch  as  the  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  preceding  this 
Sunday  become  days  of  fast  and 
penance,  the  preceding  Thursday 
was  tho  last  day  available  lor 
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stow.  Let  us  each  see  to  it  that 
on  this  one  day  there  shall  be 
no  family  or  individual,  within 
the  compass  of  our  means  to 
help,  who  shall  not  have  some 
portion  prepared,  and  some  rea- 
son to  join  in  the  general  Thanks- 
giving. 

Who  C.an  Estimate 
The  Blessings  ? 

"Who  can  estimate  the  bene- 
fits and  biessings  which  may 
flow'  from  the  faithful  observance 
of  this  happy  festival?  For  one 
day  the  strife  of  parties  will  be 
hushed,  the  cares  o!  business  will 
be  put  aside,  and  all  hearts  wifi 
join  In  common  emotions  of  grat- 
itude and  good-will.  We  may  even 
hope  that  for  one  day  war  itself 
will  cease  by  common  consent 
as  was  the  custom- to  tha  MWdJa 
Ages  during  the  solemn' cfiftfch 
festival  known  as  the  Truce  of 
God’;  and  it  is  not  impossible 
that  sentiments  may  then  be 
awakened  which  will  aid  in 
bringing  on  that  return  of  true 
union  and  peace  which  is  so  ear- 
nestly desired. 

"At  all  events,  we  may  be 
rare  that,  wherever  it  la  pos- 
sible, among  our  war-worn 
soldier*  In  every  camp  and 
hospital,  among  our  gallant 
sailor*  on  every  sea,  among 
our  devoted  missionaries.  Ia- 


A me r leans  In  every  foreign 
country,  as  well  as  among 
millions  of  homes  Is  our  own 
wide  land,  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  Oceans,  this 
great  national  and  dome* tic 
festival  win  be  celebrated 
with  happy  recollection*  and 
cheerful  /hopes,  and  with 
grateful  and  softened  hearts. 

"Let  us  all,  with  devout  thank- 
fulness to  the  beneficent  Giver  of 
all  good  gifts,  do  our  best  to 
make  this  coming  Thanksgiving 
Day  a foretaste  of  that  happy 
period  of  ’peace  on  earth  and 
good-will  among  men,’  in  which 
ail  wrongs  and  sufferings  from 
evil  are  to  dissolve  like  shadows 
before  the  noonday  sun.  In  tho 
righteousness  and  goodness 
*hkh  wifi  crown  the  glorious 
rrign  of  Christ  on  earth." 

Precedent  Broken 
By  Other  Presidents 

Seward  evidently  brought  to 
Lincoln's  attention  the  letter  and 
editorial  which  Mrs.  Hale  had 
sent  to  him.  However,  Uncoin 
waited  until  Oct  20.  1864,  when 
the  political  and  military  for- 
tunes of  the  nation  had  taken  on 
a more  optimistic  aspect,  to  to- 
sue  his  second  annual  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  proclamation.  The  1864 
proclamation,  like  that  of  1863, 
set  apart  the  "last  Thursday  In 
^^remocr"  as  the- dayT^Thkir 
the  celebration  was  to  he  held. 


/ feasting.  Hence  tbs  feasting  Idea 
was  associated  with  tbs  last 
Thursday  in  November.”  % 
From  1863  to  1939  tbs  fixed 
date,  with  miner  exceptions,  pre- 
vailed lor  the  national  festival. 
In  1939  Thanksgiving  Day  was 
moved  to  the  third  Thursday  in 
November  which  baa  so 
or  religious  significance.  This 
changing  of  the  find  date  led 
to  a great  deal  of  confusion  with 
some  states  adhering  to  the  tra- 
ditional date. 

la  1M1  " Ti  ins  Web- 
cwr  af  Michigan  tohadaesd 
a jatot  if  lada  to  nato* 
"tea  tori  TVarsday  to  No- 
vember as  toe  a a a a a I 
Thaaksgtriag  Day.1*  Tbs  ran- 
atattoi  paasad  Am  Isaaa.  Tha 
Bcaate  tbea  aaisatoi  (ha 
reaotettoa  by  strtth*  sat  the 
ward  "last”  sad  whstitaUBg 
the  ward  "fourth." 


Fortunately  for  those  who  cher- 
ish tradition,  the  majority  of  tha 
“Fourth  Thursdays"  are  the 
"last  Thursdays"  of  November. 
The  1968  calendar  indicates  that 
Thanksgiving  this  year  wifi  be 
celebrated  on  November  27,  the 
last  Thursday  of  tha  month. 


Lincoln  At  The  White  House 


